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DEDICATTION 9O

Chief of Police Frarry Yewis who was appointed
Raytown’s first Chief of Police/Marshal, July 17,
1950. Q@ he Chief served with honor, dignity and
compassion until his death July 17, 1958,

O o the Raytown Historical Society whose members
worked with dedication and determination to make
their dream come true. ‘Without those involved,
none of the city’s history would have ever been

recorded and preserved.

@ o my wife deanna who put the scrapbook together,
typed, edited and attempted to correct my errors.
Who stood by me through the years, both good and
bad times. She was my strength and confidant and

never let me feel sorry for myself.
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PREFACE

et me preface my remarks by expressing my appreciation
to the members of the Raytown FHistorical Society,
requesting that I write a bricef history of the Raytown
Police Pepartment during the years (1950~-1981).

Yea and <1 wou[d like to express our thanks to Yodi
Ruisinger for her help, friendship and guidance,

In my opinion, the early years were the best. Everyone
in the city worked hard and unselfishly to insure the
growth and progress of (l{qytow“. O rying to encapsulate
A complete history of the police department in those early
years would be impossible. O o recapture all of the
incidents, the highs, lows, dates, times and places would
take about the same number of years as those being written

about,

Ome of the first men I had the p[easure and préwi[ege to
meet and work with over the years was James Quther
Robinson, Sr. What a gentleman and scholar he was.




© he Robinson family dated back several years before the
city was incorporated. . Yuther and I had many
discussions about the early days. (e told me a story as
only g. Quther could, about the “Old Raytown PBank”
just north of 63™ Street on Raytown Road, being held
up. Seems the (one robber held up the bank, escaped on a
hand car, north on the railroad tracks toward Kansas
City. Several citizens were in hot pursuit, firing their
shotguns. 0)hey missed the culprit, he escaped and the
crime was never solved. . Yuther and “I agreed that
crime came early to Raytown. He later served as a state
Representative and was responsible for passing legislation
that was of great assistance to law enforcement throughout
the state of Missouri.

My wonderful wife, Uea, ((God bless her) has saved many
clippings and photographs over the years. As we reflected
back, there was a sadness to observe that so many of the
officers who devoted their efforts to help lay the
foundation for the department, are now deceased. (Now
past my 0™ year, I find that of those ‘I had the pleasure
to work with, ‘L.am the only one left of the original group.




“In writing this history, and in the scrapbook, it is my
intent to mention as many names as I recall. MNo doubt I
will [eave someone out. CIf so, let me just say, it was not

my intention. Just remember that when you are past 80

everyomne is supposed to overlook your shortcomings.

‘I would also refer you to the scrapbook my wife put
together. Q)here are many pictures and clippings depicting
events that occurred down through the years. CIt includes
the names of many officers who served our city and police

department with dignit\z and homnor.

After the death of Chief Uewis in 1958, my family and I
moved from Ruskin Heights to Raytown where we (ived
until my retirement in 1981,

PDuring this writing names, dates and years may be
redundant and repetitious. Q)his is only a product of the
writer’s views and memory of the structure and operation

of the Raytown Police Pepartment.




THE EARIY DAYS

Raytown’s first Chief of Police/Marshal, was a
gentleman named tarry Uewis. dte was appointed
by the Circuit Court when (Raytown became a city
July, 1950. Missouri Statutes provide for an
elected Marshal whose term expires every two years.
(Now every four years). Q) he statute also provides -
that the Marshal shall be the Chief of Police. (Dhe
word shall, by definition of (aw means mandatory).

Chief Uewis was 60 years of age and knew everyone
in the city on a first name basis and was related to
many. Well thought of, devoted to duty and he was
a strong advocate for police training. (e was one
of seven chiefs across the state to form the (Missouri
Police Chiefs Association . CIt is now one of the

largest law enforcement groups in the state.

(His trademark was to have one or two sacks of candy
for the kids who flocked around his police car after
school. Q)hey liked to [augh and joke with him and




found that he was easy to talk to. So far as I know,

cigars were the only bad habit he had. de purchased
several boxes a month, I never ever saw him light
one. (Just chewed on them). Qhe ash trays in his
patrol car were always full of chewed cigars but then
it would not have been Chief Jewis without them.
He loved horses and would disappear every 0 uesday
to a horse auction out on Noland Road. Fe and
Mor Cox rode their horses and (ed all of the
QRaytown parades.

D he Chief and his wife Jenny, lived across the street
from the Raytown High School. Fe was a close
friend of Chief Youis Towell of the Independence
Police Pepartment. Dhey, in turn, were both friends
with a gentleman in ‘Independence by the name of
Harry O ruman, who later became President of the
United States. After he left office, President -

5 ruman would meet and greet dignitaries from all

over the world including present and former presidents
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CIn his office at the Q) ruman dibrary. FHis office at
the 0 ruman Yibrary is a replica of the oval office in
“the ‘White ®ouse. On several occasions the Chief
and I were invited and honored to meet with
President Q) ruman. e always talked with Chief
Yewis about the days when they were young men and
put up hay together. Being a Mason, he signed my
Masonic card and autographed the two books that he -

had written,

I came to Raytown by way of the Jackson County
Sheriff’s Patrol. Raytown was in my district.
Chief Uewis and I became friends. At the time, the
Raytown City limits were North to the old QRailroad
overpass on 59™ Street, South to just south of the old
wooden railroad bridge on Raytown Road, West to
the old Missouri Public Service office and East to
the old Post office on 63" Street. Wildwood dake
was a large park just Cast of the city limits, Q) hey
had a large dance pavillion and served excellent food.
D he park was rented to a number of organizations

during the years: “When several unions shared the




park together, the beer trucks flowed in and on a fiot
summer day, the fights started. Dhe Sheriff’s Patrol
was called and we (oaded many a patrol wagon full
and (et them cool off at the county jail. ©)hough the
park was not in QRaytown, the traffic to and from the
park used 63" Street or Blue Ridge Blvd. Chief
Tewis had no officers to assist him, so if he needed
help the Sheriff’s Patrol responded as his backup.
Any one arrested in Raytown was transported to the
CIndependence jail or the Jackson County jail in
downtown, IKansas City, Missouri.

(In those early days, I was called upon to investigate
a business bombing, later to be determined, underworld
connected, O)he owner of the business was a man by
the name of Ueroy Cox. O he name of the company
was J. 4, Cox and Son Pipeline., CIt was a large
company recognized throughout the nited States.

D he bombing was a warning to Mr, Cox that he not
give testimony at a Senate sub~committee hearing in

St. Youis, Q\Qg.souri. % Cox was not a man to be
intimidated. de grew up in the oil fields of (Kansas




and QOklahoma. Fhis reply to those who threatened him
was “Go to hell”., e testified. O)he case was then
turned over to the . PB.1.

Q‘Q} Cox was appointed 9@01“ of the City of
QRaytown by the Circuit Court when the City was
incorporated July, 1950. e was a charitable man
who promoted and sponsored many ball teams, bowling
teams and a professional basketball team known world

wide and won many championships. Je served as

Raytown’s Mayor for seven years,

My association with Q‘Q: Cox became close during the
investigation and he advised that soon there was going
to be an opening for an Assistant Chief of Police.
e could foresee that Raytown would grow and
prosper and with the annexation plans that he had in
mind, there would be a need for a large police

department and he wanted the best.

9(2 wife and I discussed (l{gxztown and its prospects
for the future. ne day, I stopped to talk to My,




Cox and he asked me to come to the council meeting
that night. I was present with two other police
officers from different departments. ®ach of us made
our pitch as to what we could contribute to the city.

I found out later that the next day, Mr, Cox
contacted Sheriff Arvid Qwsley and my boss Col. .
%j‘\’iﬂ Casteel and they both apparent[y gave me a
high recommendation. I was placed on special
assignment with a sheriff’s vehicle to assist Raytown

in their endeavor to build a po[ice department .

Chief dewis and I had a meeting in the 9@201"’5
office and we were told that we were to organize a
police department, recruit officers, establish rules and
regulations, policies and procedures. Qf course, this
was to be done in accordance with what the city budget
would allow. oyhe Mayor told us, “d will back you
all of the way”. (e stood by his word). CIt was a
special time for me, ¢l was young, ambitious, had a
beautiful wife who supported me and two [ovely

children, It was another great moment in my [ifetime.
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Chief Yewis and I being given the same mandate by
the Mayor, looked at each other and tried to figure out
where to begin. “‘We were standing in front of the
Yennings building which was just North of 63" Street
on Raytown Road across the street from the old
QRobinson %tor Car Company (later Ray Smith
Oord) that served as the second City Hall. Chief
Jewis asked what I thought about the Mayor’s ideas.
We had no forms, no filing cabinets, no telephones, no
office, no desks, and no budget. My reply to the Chief
was “We’ve got one hell of a mountain to climb” and
we had a good laugh. “We did have two police units -
One a 1950 Chevrolet, radio #935 and my Sheriff’s
Patrol Unit, radio #913, CIn those days we were all
on the (Kansas City, ,(}Q§souri To[ice @epartment ’s
radio system. “We both had our side arms and two
shotquns. O he law had come to Raytown.

Since we were all on the same radio frequency, we
were cognizant that if a call went out for assistance
we could depend on ﬁe[p from all surrounding law

enforcement agencies. CIn the early days all (aw




enforcement agencies cooperated one hundred per cent

with each other. We never had a need to call those
agencies but it was nice to know that they were there
if needed.

At a later date, the City Fall had a telephone which
was manned by Mrs. dela Kenagy. She was the wife
of C. Uee Kenagy, the City Collector appointed by
the Court in 1950. PBoth Mr. and Mrs. IKenagy

served the city for many years and were truly

wonderful peop[e.

q)hone calls were made to Chief Yewis at his
residence during the night by Kansas City Police
Pispatchers. We did get an old metal hallicrafter
point to point receiver to monitor State Ftighway
Patrol calls, It worked well but the only problem
was on a wet or stormy day, the thing would shock hell

out of anyone who came near it.

We converted forms used by the Sheriff’s Patrol to
our use and set up a card index file pertaining to
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criminal, traffic and routine calls. Crude as it was,

it served our purpose,

Onme of the major problems was (ivestock running (oose
in the streets. Chief Yewis knew where the owners of
the (ivestock (ived and could call them by name. 9@12
were related to him. (e always carried a halter,
saddle and [ots of rope in the trunk of his patrol unit.
Jte knew where the fences were down because of the
frequency of the calls. Q)his bit of irony was difficult
for me as a young officer to [earn. Chief Yewis
worked the day shift and I worked evenings or until

all of the businesses were closed.

@ here was a young man by the name of Ralph
QRobinson who was a night watchman for the merchants
of Raytown. After the Chief and I went fiome,
Ralph watched the business buildings. Fe later came
on the department and retired as a Patrol Yieutenant

many years later.
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Orancis Jox had a drug store on the corner of

(Gregory and 50 ®ighway. Gte would be in his store
from midnight until 2:00 A, stocking and taking
inventory. We would go by and shine our spotlight
and he would wave and we knew all was well., e
later moved the drug store to 63" and Raytown
QRoad. It was for years a gathering place for city
officials, businessmen and others to have coffee.
Across the street, Muir’s Prug Store was another
spot for men and women to meet for coffee to discuss
world affairs or anything else that came to mind. Yea
and I were setting in 9ox Prug Store the morning
President John O Kennedy was assassinated.
Orancis Jrox and his wife and the Muirs were all
wonderful people.

We started a training class of volunteer reserve
officers. Q) he class consisted of eight men. Q) hree of
the eight men were commissioned. Foward PBence,
John Miller and Uester Cridlebaugh. ) hese men
provided a great service to the city as they received no

2
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salary. “We continued to grow, prosper and [earn
from our mistakes.

Orom 1953 on we continued to employ and train more
and more reserve officers. ver the years many
reserve officers became reqular police officers and a
large peréentage retired from the Raytown Police
Department. Some went to other departments or
government agencies and retired. At a later date we
were able to furnish uniforms for the reserve unit and
the name was changed to the Raytown ‘Uniform
Police Reserve. Puring that same period they were
led by a Captain, a Yieutenant and three Sergeants.
O he total authorized strengtﬁ of the Reserve was 50.

‘In 1954 we employed Ralph Robinson as a police
officer of the reqular department. Ralph was an
instructor in first aid and later an EMY . He

- assisted in training all officers in first aid which was
a strict part of our training program. “We also called
on instructors from the Missouri dighway Patrol,

Kansas City, Missouri Police Pepartment,
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‘Independence Police Pepartment and the Jackson
County Sheriff’s Patrol. In later years we called
on the 3. PB.IA. to assist us in our training programs.

Perhaps this would be a good time to explain our
employment procedures. “We did not accept someone
walking in off of the street and stating that they
wanted to be a police officer, reqular or reserve. Qo
be eligible to become an officer of the department, one
had to fill out an application which was followed by a
rigid background check then take a written exam and
appear before an oral board made up of veteran
officers from other police agencies who would evaluate
the applicant as to his qualifications. CIn later years a
medical and psychological examination was given and
the officer was placed on probation for one year and
could be terminated without cause for violation of the

department ’s rules and regulations.
1955 dawned with a new brightness, a new City Hall

was on the horizon, Q)he building belonged to
Southwestern Bell G elephone Company and was
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located on 62" Street between PBlue Ridge PBlvd.
And Raytown Road. O he building was purchased by
the city. 0 he police department had a room in the
front of the building and an office in the rear for
Chief Uewis and me. Ome day the Chief and I were
sitting in our office when he said “why don’t you take
care of the training and I’(l take care of the politics”.
Onne has to realize that part of enforcing city
ordinances means that you have to curtail speeding,
running stop signs and careless and imprudent driving,
D his is something that had never happened before in
QRaytown because there was [ittle or no law
enforcement and some people complained bitterly
because they were stopped and some ticketed. Chief
Yewis said that he would take care of those people too.

I continued our training program and during that time

Patrolman R, J. Moore and Patrolman AM
Spencer were employed. With the Chief and 1, we

now had five reqular police officers. Pat Coffee, a
former Sheriff’s investigator was employed part time

to assist us with.crimes which were starting to occur.
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D hree aldermen were appointed by Mayor Cox to

oversee the operations of the police department. ) hey
were Ik, T, Hinrichs, Orank dambrecht, and €. C.

Oregert.

O raining was ongoing and we brought the uniform
reserve up to ten officers and the regular force to eight
patrolimen. Q)he additional officers were: Patroliman
Uyle PDettues, Patrolman Kyle Hunt, and
Patrolman Floyd D aylor. ) he foundation was now
taking form.

Chief 9ewis introduced the graduating classes to
Mayor Cox and the Board of Aldermen. Mayor Cox
gave them their oath of office and they were

commissioned.

® he Mayor and Board of Aldermen started
discussions about annexation and those areas discussed
were patrolled by the police department in order to
familiarize them with street locations and other data

necessary conceming respomse time to calls.

14



D he employment of personnel and the purchase of

equipment was done over a period of several years.

O here obviously were budget constraints because the
demand for city services other than the police
department were in constant demand. Qhe
construction of new businesses and homes, including the
Raytown Plaza, added to our responsibility of safety
and protection against crimes that were ever

increasing .

Puring our training and planning Chief (George
Smith of the Raytown Fire Pepartment was as
strong an advocate of training as ‘I was. (e assisted
us in our training on arson and (ifesaving at fire
scenes. 0)he fire department also had a water rescue
squad and a boat which was used on more than one
occasion, not only in Raytown but in Jackson County
at various lakes. Chief Smith and his wife became
close friends to Yea and me. (5eorge retired in
September, 1974, Fe celebrated his 94" birthday on
Debruary 26", 2007. He died August 18", 2007,
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We held training classes at the fire department to

instruct his firemen on what to look for at the scene of
a fire in event a crime had been committed and to show
them how to preserve evidence. O his proved to be a
success in conviction of an individual in one of our

major fires in Raytown,

At our new city hall I had a discussion with Mayor
Cox regarding a communication plan to install a radio
system along with the fire department. It would
allow us to dispatch police and fire units around the
clock and to end our dependency on the Kansas City,
Missouri Police Pepartment. Mayor Cox thought
the program had merit but since the city and the Orire
Protection Pistrict were separate tax entities, it
would be better if we had our own radio system and in
the long run present [ess trouble. I was authorized to
contact Communications Engineering Systems in
(Kansas City to get a survey conducted for Raytown
and a cost estimate. O)he estimate was approved by
the Mayor and PBoard of Aldermen and for the first
time, July 15”‘,»1 955, we could dispatch and receive
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calls to our own units within a 50 mile radius. (PBoy
were we proud). I would (ike to recognize a man by
the name of ‘Ivan Ebbe of Missouri Public Service
who set up a 70 foot communication pole and the
necessary hardware to allow us to make our |
communication program a complete success. e did a
great deal for the City of (I{q}gtown. He was a great

man to work with,

As a side note, about this same period of time, a
young juvenile was taken into custody by the
CIndependence ﬂ)o[ice {Department. Fe was brought
to Raytown and I questioned him about a burglary at
our Catholic Church. (e admitted not only to the
Church burglary but to fourteen other burglaries that
he had committed in Raytown and Independence. Fle
committed numerous thefts in Branson, Missouri and
at the School of the Qzarks. (e was homeless and
living wherever he could. I said to him “Patrick
what am I going to do with you” Q With a straight
face he replied ““I don’t know Chief, that’s your

N
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prob[em” . He was turned over to Jackson County
Juvenile Authorities.

We continued to grow. Officers were sent to the
University of Missouri for short courses in law
enforcement, I was requested to instruct a course at
the Missouri Fighway Patrol Academy at Rolla,
Missouri. Qhe course was Police Communications
which was well received as departments across the

state were growiug the same as %sztown.

Puring this time frame the Raytown Hardware store
on 63" Street was burglarized by six men. Q) wo
were arrested by the Missouri State Fighway Patrol
in Joplin, Missouri in a stolen vehicle. Another
vefiicle was found by the Missouri State Ftighway
Patrol just off Noland Read. Poth vehicles were
believed to have been used in the Raytown theft.

0 hiree of the men involved were arrested by the
Missouri State Ftighway Patrol for burglaries in
another county. I, along with Patrolmen AM

Spencer, R, g.{Moore and Ralph Robinson, served
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a search warrant at 5:30 AM at a house in
Raytown. We arrested an individual who was
involved with those in the ®tardware burglary.
Puring our interrogation we found he was also
wanted in Andrew County for numerous crimes. (e
was turned over to Sheriff Carl Orield and
Prosecuting Attorney Alden Uance with a hold on him
for Jackson County. Q) heir charges were more
serious. (e received,along with the other five men
involved, sentences ranging from 15 to 20 years in

Yefferson City, 9Q§souri. Crime was coming to
Raytown.

@ he cooperation between Raytown and Independence
was very good and on one occasion Chief Uewis
assigned all off duty officers to duty at the
Independence g)o[ice @epartment. We manned their
patrol units and CI dispatched their units for about 3
hours while their officers attended funeral services for
one of their Sergeants who passed away of a heart
attack at the age of 55. (5ood officer, terrible [oss.

3
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D here were many things that happened during those
early years. Orar too many to write about, ‘We did
find one of our first bombs in a railroad car which they
were unloading on a siding under the old railroad
bridge on Raytown Road. Sergeant Bill Myers of
the (ansas City Police E[)epartment , a demolition
expert, discovered the bomb was a cylinder with three
six inch fuses. It had a small amount of powder and
could cause a flash but was rendered harmless. ‘We
thought it was done by some youngsters experimenting.
A dangerous thing to do. ver the years other bombs
were found and defused. G)he most serious, a pipe
bomb found in a stolen vehicle parked in Raytown
Plaza. O)hankfully, no one was injured.

In Orebruary, 1956 an explosion and fire occurred at
a grocery store on 63" Street next door to Fred
Yeo’s Jewelry. Qhe explosion blew out the front
windows onto 63™ Street. QYhe Fire Pepartment
arrived immediately and put out the fire. G)wo
youngsters had been riding their bicycles on the
sidewalk in front.of the store just before it exploded.
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Quckily, they were at the far end of the street when
the explosion occurred. “We determined the cause was
arson and started to gather evidence. Chief (5eorge
Smith and I requested assistance and the Board of
Insurance Underwriters sent Special Agent Bill
Oish. Cnsurance Carriers assigned Special Agent
Bill Hopper. PBoth of these men were former

. B.. agents. We worked the case for two years
and after two separate trials, the owner was convicted
and sent to prison. Chief Smith and I agreed that
working with those two Special Agents was a learning

experienice in arson investigation.

1957 was a banner year. “‘We moved from 62" Street
to the school building on 63" Street, he police
department was given the basement and a large room
on the main floor of the building. Qur custodian,
Emil Qollmer, a retired cabinet maker, did most of
the remodeling for the police department. Emil was
very strict about fis work. (G)hose were the days

when quality and workmanship were the pride of the
builder). -
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Qur Record Pureau was really expanding as well as
the Municipal Court QRecords. My wife, Uea, was
employed by the court to set up a records system for
both the police department and the court. She did an
excellent job and set up the system in a professional
manner. She was formerly employed by the Ttighway
Patrol giving written tests for drivers (icense and
records clerk. She was employed by the city for five
years and for a short period of time at Raytown
Orederal Savings and Goan. She was then employed
by Yellow Oreight Corporation as an Executive

Secretary until she retired.

Jim Hayes worked with dea at the Ftighway Patrol.
She observed that he was a records technician, retired
from the Air Sorce. I brought Jim on board to work
in our records section. One of tﬁe best moves ¢I ever
made. PBetween ea and Jim Hayes, we had the best
records section for a department of our size in the

state.

3
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D hough 1957 was a banner year for Raytown, it was
a tragedy for those in Southern Jackson County. My
wife and I and two children (ived in Ruskin Fteights,
a subdivision located at 110™ and Blue Ridge Ext. <1
had just ended my tour of duty and parked the
Sheriff’s patrol vehicle for the evening. (Police
dispatchers had been tracking a serious storm from

O exas, Oklahoma and Kansas. We were pretty
sure the storm would be close but never did we imagine
that a tornado of that great magnitude would spawn a
one half mile tail and stay on the ground for as long as
it did. It missed our home by one block., My wife
and children were spared thanks to (sod’s blessing. I
immediately went to the A & P (Grocery store
located at the south end of the shopping center. It
was demolished. I called for all police, fire and

ambulances in the area.

A Kansas City police officer who lived in Ruskin
Heights also responded. “We set up a temporary
command post in the parking ot and began [ooking for
survivors, 0)here were few. Q)he first three bodies I
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took out of the debris of the grocery store was a man,

his wife and child. I had grown up and went to school
with the man and his wife in Savannah, Missouri.
Crowd control was non-existent. Yooters were many.
‘I worked 36 hours straight through as many of us did
until we had all of the injured and dead recovered.

D he National Guard and Red Cross arrived and we
were finally able to restore some order. o)here was no
power in the area but we had gas at our house. My
wife, bless her heart, started cooking. Qur deep
freeze was full of deer meat and antelope steaks plus
lots of hamburger. 0)he neighbors brought in food.

O here was a constant stream of police units coming
and going from the PBeeler residence to get a good hot
meal. Dhe Raytown American degion took
donations of clothing to be giveﬁ to those in need.

D hey distributed the clothing from our garage to the
needy. Qhey deserve a (ot of credit.

O he year 1958 started the same as all others.
O raining was continued, routine calls answered,

preparing for the. ™ of Guly events. Dhings in
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general were going well until they were all
overshadowed on July 17", with the death of Chief
Uewis. It was kind of ironic that he was out on 50
tighway the night before visiting with district |
officers. (e told them that he was going up to (Katz
Prug store to purchase a box of cigars. e then
went home to bed and was found the next morning by
his wife Jenny,

My wife, our children and I were in St. Joseph and
Cosby, Missouri visiting our parents., Sergeant
Ralph Robinson contacted me and we immediately
returned to Raytown. When we arrived we visited
with the Chief’s wife and brother ®Roy Tewis. ) hey
requested that ‘I make the arrangements for the
services insofar as law enforcement was concerned, A
brief memorial was held for the family and friends at
the Oregert Gruneral Ftome. CI was honored to speak
to those gathered and later a funeral service was held
at the Baptist Church. A large number of officers
attended from the metropolitan area. Chief Yewis

-
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was laid to rest with his many relatives and friends in

PBrooking Cemetery.

O he Chief left many memories with all of us. I know
the few years we had with him made us all better
officers.

I might add here the Independence Police
{Department sent officers to man our patrol units

during the Chief’s funeral services.

A e N

O he next day °I met with Mayor Roy Cox and City
Attorney Folmes (Greene who advised that the (Board
of Aldermen would meet that night and I would be
appointed Chief of Police to fill out Chief dewis’
unexpired term of office.

o]
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(IQa[izi»ng that the total responsibility was now mine
and that the officers were waiting with questions of

“where do we go from here”, I called a meeting and
outlined my plans. “We all went back to work and it

relieved some of the tension but never the memory.
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QReflecting back, sometime in August, 1956, <I was
called to the Mayor’s office and introduced to Special
Agent inis (Pappy) Sims of the F.PB.A. Agent
Sims had been talking to the Mayor and handed me an
application to attend the . B.I. Academy in
Washington, .C. Agent Sims advised that after a
physical, the background check would take 2 to 3 years
to complete. CIn those days admittance to the academy
was rigid. Background checks were conducted on my
parents, my wife’s parents, brothers and acquaintances
or anyone else who knew my wife or me. ‘It did take
3 years. ‘I was accepted. July 1“, 1959 Mor Cox
received a letter from . B.c. Pirector . Edgar
(Hoover confirming my appointment. I was told to
report August 17, 1959. I graduated November 4,
1959, 64™ session.

@ o me, graduating from the 7. B .. Academy was
very special, especially for a guy who came from a
small town in Northwest Missouri, Only 5,000 police
officers from the.free world had been accepted at that
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time, Qhere was 92 officers in my class. I sent out
invitations to my graduation but doubted anyone other
than my wife, Betty and Bill Carmack would attend,
but to my surprise Mayor Minor Smith and his wife
made the trip. @ hat made it all the more special to
“lea and me. “What wonderful people Minor and
(Helen Smith were,

Since that time I submitted applications for officers
of my department to the . B.I. Academy. ©)hey
were accepted as listed: Major Joseph R,
McCormick, Captain .. Farris, Captain Nils
Magelssen, Captain darry Qverfield, (later Chief of
Police of Raytown), and Petective Sergeant

O imothy Oidler. Officers who attended at a (ater
date are: Major Pon Keith, Captain John Frox,
Captain QRobert QQ[hearn and Captain Kyistofer

@ urnbow (later Chief of Police of Raytown).

il
i
i
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‘In thinking back to the year 1957, as noted in the
scrapbook, on July 2"d, 1957, a meeting was held at
the QRaytown Police Pepartment with officers from
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Yohnson and “Wyandotte counties in Kansas,
Yackson County Sheriff’s Patrol, %souri State

Trighway Patrol, North Kansas City Police
PDepartment, (Independence Police Pepartment,

Kansas City Missouri Police Pepartment and
Special Agents from the railroad law enforcement
agencies. We were (ater joined by members of the
O B.A. and special agents from the Alcohol,

0 obacco and Fiirearms Pureau. We were also
joined by Special Agents of the Bureau of
(Investigation of the State of (Kansas.

@ he purpose of this meeting was to form an
organization for the purpose of exploring the
possibility of a common vehicle to combat the
increasing crime in our respective communities. We
were all in agreement that there was need for an
exchange of information between all of the agencies.
At a later date, a dinner meeting was held in
CIndependence and over 250 officers were in
attendance from 16 departments. O hat was the night
the Gleart of America daw Enforcement
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Organization was born, I was honored to be elected
as the first President that night. Qther officers
were: Chief Towell of ‘Independence, Petective
Sergeant Norman OQ’Hare of (Kansas City To[ice
Department, Tieutenant . A. Wallace of Missouri
State Highway Patrol, Major Poral Pennison of
Kansas City WMissouri Police (Department (Crime
Prevention PBureau), Captain 5y om Qawrukiewicz of
Yohnson County Kansas Sheriff’s Department.

“We later formed and sponsored the Heart of America
Boys Ranch at Nevada, Missouri. CIt was a place to
send youths who were border(ine juvenile offenders,

D hey were exposed to hard work, (earning to feed
animals, putting up hay, going to class and church.

@ hey had the opportunity to express themselves rather
than learn their trade from the streets of the

metropo[itcm area.

As a result of this group, the Q@ro Chief’s and
Sheriff’s Association was also formed as was the

Q@ropo[itan 9@301“ Case Squad or (Q@ro Squad
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covering six counties). 0)he Q@ro Squad was the
brainchild of Chief C.M, Kelley, Kansas City
Missouri Police Pepartment. e was later
appointed Pirector of the F.PB.L. in Washington,

PD.C.

6)' hey were all wonderful organizations and proved to
be extremely beneficial to all (aw enforcement in the -
metropolitan area and it all started with a meeting
held at the (Raytown Police Pepartment. Chief
Yewis and I had discussed the need for such a pro-~
gram for several weeks and we found the response to be

accepted without question and the results very grati-

fying.

“I placed a strong emphasis on continued police train~
ing. O he reason is very simple. When I started
with the old Sheriff’s office in the 1950’s, there was
little or no training but more political appointments.,
When Colonel B. Marvin Casteel, former Superin-
tendent of the Missouri State Fighway Patrol

-
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became our commanding officer, he immediately
terminated over 30 deputies and retained 8 patrolmen,
I was one of the 8. e immediately started a train~
ing program for all new recruits. Qhose of us who
were retained had prior training in the field of law

enforcement or mi[itarz po[ice.

‘In setting up the structure and operation of the
Raytown Police Pepartment, it was difficult at best
to follow the guidelines comparing local governument in
the City of Raytown fo the masterful analysis of
those who set forth a broad spectrum of government
with heavy emphasis on larger cities such as INew
York, Petroit, dos Angeles, etc. Only (ittle
reference was made to small and (ocal county govern-
ments. ©)he formal training that I received and the
number of books read concerning public and police
administration and a smattering of public affairs
indicated that in OMissouri there were more third and
fourth class of governments under statute than all
other types. I point out these differences to illustrate
that each type of government allows different laws to
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be implemented. ©Q)hey cause a change in the structure,
operation and methodology of each existing class of
city. Oor example, under Missouri statutes
comparing a third class city to a fourth class city
(Raytown is fourth class) mandates that third class
cities shall provide for an assistant chief of police
which is not required under a fourth class city. Dhe
statute also provides that third class cities shall
appoint key positions in their city including the chief
of police which would change the structure of the oper-

ation comp[ete[y.

CIn an article for the news media which I wrote titled
Elective v. Appointive, I pointed out that proposi~
tions to appoint the Marshal/Chief of Police, Coll~
ector and Nnicipa[ Judge were placed on the ballot
three separate times. Q)hey were voted down by the
electorate, Also in three separate elections charter
proposals submitted by charter commissions to change
the structure of the city were soundly defeated by the
citizens of QRaytown who did not want to give up their
right to vote for.the various candidates of their choice.
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WEARING 9 HREE HAD S

Puring Minor Smith’s term as Mayor, I was
appointed by ordinance as Pirector of Civil Pefense

and (ater I was appointed by Mayor Willard QRoss
as Pirector of Uiquor Control for the City of

Raytown.

After the tornado in Ruskin Heights in 1957, the
City of Raytown started looking into the possibility
of obtaining federal funds to install warning sirens
throughout the city. Mayor Minor Smith received a
letter from the state director of civil defense, stating
that Raytown did not have their own director app-
ointed. ) he state would not assist them. I was
appointed and sent to Jefferson City for a number of
training sessions after which I was duly appointed and
certified by the state director, Orank &, Skelly.

O he office of civil defense has changed its name a

number of times. It started as civil defense, disaster

e
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planning and operations, emergency preparedness and

today, 3. E€.MA. (Oederal (Emergency Management

Assistance).

As mandated, I applied for and received funds for a
survey to be conducted to meet state and federal
requirements for the placement of warning sirens to be
placed throughout the city. Q) here were many forms -
and justification (etters written to meet the standards

and guide[imzs.

Because of the work load, the operations and training
of the police department, I turned the civil defense
reins over to Ivan PDumm, CIvan followed through as
director and sirens were placed on the roofs of schools
in Raytown. He requested and received the approval
of the Board of Education and Joe Herndon, Sup-
erintendent of Schools. Q)he approval was based on
the provision that the City of Raytown insured the

proper installation of the sirens.

2 o
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Short[}j after the installation was completed, Ivan
Pumm passed away and I was again assigned as
director, a job I held until I (eft office in 1981,

O here was surplus property available to all civil
defense directors. Yarge warehouses in Jefferson
were crammed with property declared no longer useful
to the armed services or other government agencies. I
was able to purchase trucks, ieavy equipment and
many other items for the police department and the
department of public works. CI purchased 3 large
generators, one of which we shared with the fire
department for their emergency lighting and radio
system. “We used the other one for the same purpose
at the police department. Q)he third generator was
held for spare parts.

Yater when the decision was made to construct the new
city hall at its present {ocation, the Mayor and PBoard
of Aldermen requested that I apply for federal funds
to construct the €.0.C.(Emergency Operating
Center) that would house the police department, CI
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applied for the grant and the city received approxi~
mately one half million dollars. Q)he premise of the
E.O.C. was at that time to provide a place under~
ground for city government to operate in event of a
national disaster. Q)here were underground water
tanks and an underground gasoline tank for a large
generator to supply emergency lighting and power to
operate the communications center. ©Q)here was also -
medical supplies, food packs, etc. stored for emergency
purposes.

D he Orederal Government in Washington, in their
wisdom, decided that if a nuclear bomb hit the railroad
yards in (Kansas City, Missouri, according to the size
of the bomb and wind drift, those surviving could go to
their emergency operating centers. o) hey would be
safe until help arrived. (of course there was no time
table as to when help would arrive). Most of us real~
ized that if such a tragedy occurred there would not be
much to worry about - survival rate would be close to

none,

-
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At one of the meetings in Kansas City, a large cont~
ingent from Washington , P.C., met with all civil
defense directors in the region. Q)hey presented us
with four orange and black very [arge volumes of
printed material. It was supposed to answer all of the
questions we could possibly ask. I noted in one of
those huge volumes that in event of an attack on
(Kansas City, all residents should be directed east to
Columbia and all residents in St. Youis directed west
to Columbia. Of course, I asked the silly question
“what happens when they all get to Columbia”. ‘We
are talking here of several million people converging on
Columbia. I doubt those from Washington, P.C.,
had ever heard of Columbia and they were not used to
some upstart asking those kinds of questions. One of
them finally, after a long dissertation, said words to
the effect “you are on your own”. o)he second
question I asked “what can we do with the mental

hospitals, jails and hospitals in genera[?” By now
the contingent was red faced, blustery and mad as hell.
O he short answer given was “turn them all (oose or it

is better to sacrifice a few for the benefit of many”.
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‘I had several more questions but at that point thought
better of it. All of the other directors were laughing
at their answers and we all agreed, whatever think
tank drew up all of those volumes of information did
not have the slightest idea about saving human [ives.

As director of liquor control, my responsibility was to
investigate all applicants who were applying for liquor
licenses in the city. A card index system was put in
place wherein a record was kept regarding the results
of a complete investigation on any person employed,
serving or dispensing alcoholic beverages. CIt allows
the director to keep out those who have a criminal

record or prostitution .

As director I could hold hearings on violations of our
city liquor code. 9@;& the same as the state director.
On a number of occasions I called in state liquor
agents to assist in checking those who violated both

city and state laws. Q) he state director was a
gentleman by the name of Bob Stewart. PBob and I

B B
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went to high school together in Savannah, 9Q§souri,

so we had a very close working friendsﬁip.

As the city grew there was an increase in rec}uests for
liquor [icenses and when I (eft office, there were 50

(icensed businesses dispensing or se[[ing [iquor in

Raytown.,

Ohusly, I wore three hats. Marshal/Chief of
Police, Pirector of Civil Pefense, and Pirector of
qiquor Control.

KANSAS CT0 Y RIO0D S

At 9:00 AM,, April 9™, 1968, a call was received by
me from Colonel Jim Newman of the (Kansas City
Police Pepartment. I was advised that a full scale
riot was breaking in (Kansas City. CIntelligence
reports named QRaytown as a target city as well as the

Blue Ridge Mall.

2
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A conference with the fire chief, George Smith and
Mayor Robert Merrill was called immediately,

Mayor Merrill issued a direct order provided by
WMissouri Statutes governing fourth class cities to take
whatever action necessary to protect the (ives and
property of the citizens of Raytown. Fe also issued
the first of six administrative orders setting forth a -
curfew from 8:00 P.M, to 6:00 A M, A new order

was issued each day depending on the situation.

All Raytown officers were called to duty and placed
on a 12 hour watch. Many uniform reserve officers
had Raytown police radios in their personal cars with
lights and sirens. By 12:00 noon on April 9" we had
20 (4) man vehicles on the streets. Since we were
limited to only shotguns in the regular patrol units, the

reserve officers used their own weapons.
@ wo officers were placed at (ocations selling guns or

ammunition, (l{ggu[ar patro[ units made sure the
Mayor’s curfew was carried out,
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‘We were called on to transport physicians to
different hospitals. ¢In more than one instance doctors
were told to get down on the floor of the police vehicle
transporting them. “When our officers arrived within
blocks of the hospitals they were fired upon, red (ights
shot out as well as windows. (One officer received

minor injuries from broken glass.

O he officers both reqular and reserves responded

g P
prompt[\z and carried out their duties with braver}z and
dispatch.

Not one business or residence was damaged, no
vehicles burned or turned over. “We stopped many
vehicles from coming into Raytown and assisted the
Kansas City Police {Department officers just outside
our city [imits.

We also assisted the Sheriff’s Patrol at the PBlue

Ridge 9@[[.

e
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I sincerely believe we could have had extensive
damage to our community were it not for the training
our men had received. Everything went according to
plan.

RATIROAD INCIDENY

@ he morning of October 20", 1970, Raytown
officers were called to the Chicago, ®Rock CIsland and
Pacific Railroad tracks at a location just behind
Wildwood Yake. 0)he switching device had been
tampered with resulting in trains 72 and 73 colliding.
A brakeman was killed in the accident. Special
Agents from the 5. B.L., Railroad police and
Raytown detectives conducted the investigation, A
reward of $5,000.00 was offered by the railroad for
information [eading to the arrest and conviction for
those involved. Approximately one week later four
juveniles were taken into custody by QRaytown juvenile
detectives and turned over to federal juvenile

authorities for prosecution.

L
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BANKS

‘In those early days Raytown had two banks. 0)he
Raytown PBank and the Laurel PBank. Q)he president
of the Raytown Pank was a wonderful man by the
name of Carl O’laherty. Mr, O’Olaherty was
extremely kind and cooperative. o he second president
of the Raytown Pank was equally as fine a gentleman
by the name of Jim Prown. PBoth men supported the
police department and we in turn held many classes
with their employees preparing them on what to do in
event of a bank holdup. Dhey later opened a drive~in
facility at another [ocation and when possible, one of
our district cars would be there when they opened and
closed for business. CI thought this a good preventive

measure,

O he President of the Yaurel PBank was Pete Meuli.
% 9@}1[’1 was also a member of the Police Comm~
ission at one time. Ue was also a strong supporter of
the police department and we afforded the Yaurel
PBank police protection at their drive~ins. When he
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retired, we lost a very good friend. My, Meuli’s
senior vice president was a gentleman by the name of
Charles Ruisinger. Charles was very active in the
Chamber of Commerce, the Optimist Club and many
other organizational activities in Raytown. Fe
always availed himself to any one who had problems
and was extremely intelligent in matters of finance.
Charles was named president of the bank and later
chairman of the board and chairman of all three banks
in the Yaurel Panshares system. Charles and his wife
Yodi became very good friends to Yea and me and
though we were on opposite sides of the political
ticket, I think he might have voted for me secretely

once or twice.

MAGISO RAD € JUDGE

In the mid 70’s I called a meeting in Raytown with
all of the Chiefs in Lastern Jackson County and
Grandview. Q) he purpose of the meeting was to
discuss the possibility of obtaining a setting Magis-
trate Judge to held court in each of our respective
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cities. Q) he idea was well received. CIt would allow
us to arraign our criminal cases and other state vio~
lations without going to Kansas City to the Jackson
County Court House and wasting manhours because

of their crowded dockets.

A group of us met with the County Court to discuss
our request. 0)he court was somewhat receptive and
took the request under advisement. “We then contac~
ted Ttarvey Jones, County Engineer, who was also
President of the Lastern Jackson County Pemocrat
Club. We met with Mayors from our respective
cities and requested that they send [etters to the
County Court to assist us in our endeavor. Qater 1
received a telephone call from the Lastern Judge, Joe
PBolger, asking who I thought would be a good judge
to represent our area. ‘I immediately gave him the
name dou Pavis whom I had met in Ruskin Heights.
He was a lawyer from QRhode Island and very well
qualified. I called You Pavis and told him that I
had submitted his name. e received a call from the
Court and was appointed Q@istrate Judge of
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Eastern Jackson County. Fis setting one day a
week saved us untold manhours and was a great benefit
to the city’s budget. CIt also proved very helpful to the
Missouri State Highway Patrol who brought their
cases into Judge Pavis’ court. Judge Pavis was
later appointed Associate Circuit Judge of Jackson
County.

JUOENIIE OFFICERS

‘I would certainly be remiss if I didn’t give credit to
two men who started our Juvenile PBureau. It was
my duty early on to handle juvenile affairs along with
many other duties. When R, . Moore was
employed and received his training, there was little
question in my mind that he would make a good juven~
ile officer. (e had been a resident of Raytown for
many years and knew a (ot of the kids and their
parents. (ke was easy to talk to but strict to his
word, (e established a trust with the youth that he
met. “When Sergeant Moore retired there was no
question he left a-legacy to be followed.
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March 10th, 1971, a young man by the name of Jim
Coonce applied for employment with the police depart~

ment and was accepted. Te passed all of the written
exams and graduated from the police academy with
very high grades.” {Jim served his probationary period
in a patrol unit and received creditable praise from his
superior officers. (e was a civil war buff and did
black powder firing in competition at the ﬂ)ioneer Gun
Club where he was a member. Q)hrough his association
with the Pioneer Gun Club, Jim enabled the police
department to receive membership and a place to train
our officers on all types of firearms. Qhe first
Raytown Swat Q) eam was trained there by members
of the . B.cI. Swat Gy eam. O)hat membership was
of great assistance to all of our personnel and the
police budget. Jim was religious, inte[[igent and a
motivator. I talked to him about transferring to the
juvenile unit, I made him understand that he was in
complete charge to build the unit to meet our oncoming

needs.

-2 o
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Jim never looked back. My desk was full of requests
and all were good ideas. Q) he biggest problem was
trying to sell them to the Mayor and PBoard of Alder~
men. Jim established a close relationship with all of
the schools in Raytown where he visited weekly. e
was a lifetime q{qytown resident and therefore knew
all of the school officials and teachers. He worked
very close with Joe Flerndon, Superintendent of the
Raytown School Pistrict, who was very cooperative
with Jim and with my office.

By the time we finally moved to the present police
department on 59" Street, Jim had been promoted to
Sergeant. I assigned two juvenile detectives to assist
him. Yuvenile detective Nancy Gile and juvenile
detective Bill Wright. Sergeant Coonce was
responsible for setting up many programs (see
scrapbook ) that were adopted by county, city and state
juvenile bureaus across the state of Missouri. I was
indeed fortunate to have an officer of his desire and
talent, As an individual and police officer, hie was the
best. CI recommended him to be promoted to the rank
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of Yieutenant but the promotion was rejected by

Mayor Bob Grissom. Jim retired in 1996 and
passed away March 20, 2007,

@Remembering a few Ftighlights

As stated in the Preface, some of the statements made
are probably redundant and repetitious. Fowever, in
my opinion they merit repeating. Q) he scrapbook was
kept up to date by the lady I met and married 60
years ago. CIt was one of the smarter things ‘I have
done in my lifetime. Q) he scrapbook tells a more com~
plete story with pictures, names and dates, where pos~
sible.

1950: Yes, on Halloween, someone did p[aée &.

C. Oregert’s favorite milk cow in the hall of the Ray~
town digh School. A number of someones filled the
intersection at 63™ and Raytown Road with anything
they could find including all of the yard furniture in
Raytown. Aud yes, someone dumped a (oad of hedge~
balls on Raytown Road just north of 63", (Very
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slick). Yes, in later years some of those someones
served as 9@201‘ and Aldermen in our city government

and became [eading businessmen.

1952-53: Jim Ellison’s Blue Jay Café was located
on Raytown Road Across from Robinson’s Motor
Company. Yim was a great gquy and what great food
he served.

1954: Q) he two Cerise brothers, both police reserve
officers were killed on 40 Frighway near Qdessa,
9Q§souri ot ice covered roads. Q) hey were returning
from St. Youis after delivering trailers for their
Orather who owned Universal 5 railer and Manufac-
turing Company [ocated at 59" and Raytown Road
where the present police department is (ocated.

1955: he Raytown shopping center broke ground
and when it was completed, during the grand opening

Pub Frobbs fired off his home made cannon. Proke
or cracked over half the windows in the area, QOf

Py
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course old Pub said later “think I might have had too
much black powder in the (oad this time”.

Ohe city celebrated ifs fifth anniversary. In 1950 the
city’s population was 500 and five years later, it was
12,000. According to the Kansas City Star, Ray~

town was the fastest growing city in the sate.

1957: Ruskin Heights tornado. Mayor Minor
Smith received a plaque from the Flickman Mills
Chamber of Commerce for the services that the
Raytown Police and Frire Pepartments contributed.

Norton Hickman’s (Garage and 0) ow Service was
located at 63™ and Raytown Road. Fe provided
tow service for the police department for many years.
o'ox Prug is now at that location,

D he Raytown Clinic was located at 63" and Ray -~
town Road. Pr. Pillard Eubank and Pr. Jack

PDavis treated many bumps and bruises of police

officers involved in motorcgc[e and vehicular acci~
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department and a true friend to Yea and me. “What a
tragic [oss at such a young age.

1974: QDhe homicide of an elderly service station
attendant on 50 dlighway. Within 24 hours Ray~
town detectives made one arrest and the subject was

convicted of murder.

1975: A husband murdered his wife after a domestic
dispute and came to the po[ice department to surrender
himself.

1977: My name came up again to take charge as

O ALC.(Officer in Charge) of a Metro Squad call
out to ﬂ)[atte County where a high school student was
murdered. Q)he investigation covered several months

with one arrest and conviction.

Raytown Police Explorer Post #2970 was organ~
ized. O)here was 30 young boys and girls who were
members. 0)hey were under the direction of Yicuten~
ant Pon Keith.- ) he purpose of this organization
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was to allow the youth of our city to see the inner
workings of the police department. Dhey were
allowed to attend classes, ride in some police units and

take an active part in parades and pub[ic affairs.

" A murder of a young housewife on 83™ Street.

Investigation revealed that the case was drug related.
(See scrapbook )

1978: Q) wo young teenagers placed dynamite charges
against the east wall of the police department on 59"
street. Charges were pending against them and it was
their theory that if they blew up that side of the police
department, it would destroy their individual records.
Parmage to the building was minimal because of the
.0.C. ((Emergencg Operating Center) structure.
D he walls of the building are very thick and rein~
forced. “‘Windows in the office of the Mayor and
City Clerk were blown out. PBoth subjects were
arvested by QRaytown detectives. )hey were charged
with 8 to 10 burglaries and armed robbery in Raytown
and Kansas City. 0)hey were turned over to federal
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authorities for prosecution for manufacturing and
detonating an explosive device. Yittle did they know
that the Records Pureau of the police department is
located on the west end of the police department.

- A pipe bomb was discovered in a stolen car located in
the parking (ot of the Raytown Plaza. PHwo arrests
were made in Kansas City by QRaytown detectives.
@ he two subjects were turned over to Special Agents
of Alcohol, Q) obacco and Firearms for prosecution of
manufacturing and attempting to detonate an explosive
device. e of the agents who responded to the initial
call at the Raytown Plaza was a former Raytown
police officer who had joined the A.0).0". PBureau.

‘I was honored to receive the states Qutstanding

Police Officer Award presented by the Missouri
Peace Officers Association.

Sergeant Jim P orello and I were accepted to receive
bomb training at [enver, Colorado. oYhe class was

instructed by Military ‘Intelligence Officers, C.cL. A,
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Agents and instructors from Redstone Arsenal in
‘Huntsville, Alabama. After the training in Penver,
I sent a number of officers to Redstone Arsenal in
Alabama for training in how to defuse bombs and all
other explosive devices. ‘It proved to be well worth
the time and effort,

1979: Ome evening the Secretary of State Jim
(Kirkpatrick was speaking to a large group at a dinner
meeting at Smith Brothers Hall. When he started
to [eave, he told the Mayor and I that his car was
gone. It was determined that one of our police
officers had parked the car for the Secretary and he
thought it was stolen. O)he officer who parked the car
retrieved it and all was well, I never let the Secre~
tary forget the incident and we all had a good laugh.

We assisted the (Kansas City police department on a
raid at the Yellow Rock Parn. Several hundred
students from Raytown, Uee’s Summit, ‘Independence
and Kansas City were in attendance. 0)here was

many kegs of beer-and some drugs found. 9@5’( of
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those arrested were turned over to (Kansas City and
Raytown juvenile authorities. Q)he promoters of the
dance were turned over to the Yackson County
Prosecutor,

1979~-80~81: Qhese years were a tragic time because
Aldermen who were elected to continue to support the
city and its programs instead chose to denigrate and -
tear down much of the progress that former Mayors
and PBoards had worked so hard over the years to
achieve. 0)hrough their convoluted methods they set
out to form a dichotomy within the rank and file of the
police department, © here was without question, a
disruption by using some of the officers to do their
dirty work. Qhey were joined by a “yellow sheet
journalist” who spewed forth to the public half truths,
untruths and (ies. (e was given the proverbial key to
the city hall and was allowed to see all records and
business transactions private, pending or confidential.
o he Q‘@or at that time because of his personal
friendship, forgot his responsibility and the meaning of

his oath of office.and also forgot his business acumen
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which later led to his defeat. O)he Aldermen involved
through their perverted methods permeated throughout

city hall. Jtaving achieved their purpose most of them
were defeated in their bid for re~election by the wrath
of the electorate. Most of them then moved out of the
city. t is sad that the truth will never be known.

As I look back on those years I am reminded of a
quote by Cicero, A nation can survive its fools and
even the ambitious, Put it cannot survive treason
from within, An enemy at the gates is [ess formidable,
for he is known and he carries his banners openly.

But the traitor moves among those within the gate
freely, his sly whispers rustling through all the alleys,
fieard in the very halls of government itse(f. Oror the
traitor appears not a traitor; he infects the body
politic so that it can no longer resist. A murderer is

[ess to be feared.”

Note of exp{anation:

2
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As a note of explanation you will note throughout the
scrapbook and history of the police department that
names involving homicide investigations were not
mentioned, Some cases are still open and still

pending .

‘In some cases police holds for our department were
placed on those charged in another jurisdiction. When
that jurisdiction is ready to release an individual they
will notify our police department in order that the
subject be returned for trial in Jackson County.

Cases worked by the Metro Squad must cease if there
eXists mu[tip[e investigating agencies. Oror instance,
if the squad is working a homicide or the case leads to
a parallel case being investigated by the 5. P.CL.,
D.E.A.,, AD.O, or other federal agency, the case
is relinquished to their jurisdiction. One of the
reasons is that federal laws are more rigid and federal
agencies have far more reaching abilities than the

smaller po[ice departments.

3 =
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MAYORS

I served with ten mayors during my tenure with the
police department. QYhose that I served with were for
the most part unique and had their own agenda. Per -~
haps a memory or two would be in order.

Mayor Roy Cox: QRoy was a man who had the vision

to incorporate the city, strive to promote its potential
and demand a professional police department. ‘kte
knew the city would grow and that there would have to
be a department to enforce the ordinances and protect
the citizens. QQ“_ Cox was a persona[ friend to YUea
and me.

Mayor Minor Smith: Minor had all of the same
qualities of Roy Cox but one of his main projects was
to build an even bigger and better fire department than
fie had originally initiated. (He created the first fire
department). Ome of the smartest moves he made was
to employ (George Smith as QRaytown’s first fire

PN

64




chief. 9@101“ was a wonderful man to work with and

made many contributions to the city.

Mayor Jack Grox: Extremely intelligent, a very high
‘IQQ and a member of %nsa. Yack was a former
Captain in the marines, and wanted his orders
followed without question. On his first day in office,
all department heads, elected and appointed, received a
memorandum from him requesting their letter of resig~
nation. 0)hose of us who were elected, Judge PBill
Miller, Collector daura Estep and I, sent the Mayor
our reply, e did not (ike it. At one of the first
meetings of the Board of Aldermen, fie told the
members how stupid they were and words to the effect
that they could not compete on his level. de served
one term and was defeated.

Mayor Pon Williams: A good man with good
intentions but whose thoughts were more on a corporate
level than municipal government. dte worked hard to
promote the new city hall as it is today. “We did not
work well together. (e wanted to reduce the
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programs and projects in the po[ice departmeﬂt .

D hose projects were included in the police depart-
ment’s overall plan and were funded by the federal
government, Apy deviation from those plans and the
city would have been responsible to reimburse the
federal funding agency. After a lecture and explan-
ation from the regional director in {enver, Colorado,
the police department’s plans stayed on track. Q)he
Board of Aldermen held a meeting proposing some
type of monument be placed in front of city hall with
the names of all city officials who contributed to the
new building. Q) he mayor thought it was a good idea
but said he would veto any ordinance for such a pro-
posal with Chief Beeler’s name on it. So much
thanks to me for getting almost half a million dollars
in federal funding to construct, furnish and equip the
new police department. At that time I was Qirector
of mergency Services and Srederal Sunding.

9@101‘ %rray Boogher: Q‘Qrmy was a smart man

who served the city as mayor and budget officer.
Oery sharp mind but (eft the feeling that all depart~
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ment heads were subservient to him, While we
worked together our re[ationsﬁip was very cool and

cordial.

Mayor Bob Grissom: PBob served the city with
honor. ke was an engineer who always wanted things
on paper proven to his satisfaction. “We worked well
together for several years until he et certain individ-
uals sway his judgment. In my opinion Bob lost his
perspective. ¢In my case he turned his back when he
could have helped. I feel he [et his personal feelings
override his fairness for the truth,

Mayor PBob Merrill: (Great guy to work with.
Always available day or night. Jke spent a [ot of time

at city hall and had an open door policy for anyone
who wanted to come in and air their views or
complaints. Ftis [eadership as our mayor during the
(Kansas City riots was excellent. Puring his tenure
he made it possible for us to obtain a new modern

radio system for our communications center which was

badly needed. PBob tried to get Kansas City officials
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to let us annex the land east of ‘Woodson Road to
dee’s Summit Road and from 40 Highway South to
95" Street. He had an idea for an industrial park.
Sadly it was voted down. Bob really had the city at
heart.

Mayor Bob Srank: Dhough Bob and I were on

opposite sides of the political fence, we were friends -
and neighbors. ke and I were both bullheaded. I
had no problem working with Bob. We argued long
and loud over budgets and programs for the police
department but we could always reach a compromise.
(He would not sign the police pension ordinance which
was one of the few times I got really upset with him.
(e did go hunting for two weeks and his mayor pro-
tem signed the pension ordinance placing it in effect.
(1 think he might have planned it that way but he
would never admit it). e ran against me for
Marshal one year and I beat him. At Smith
Brothers hall on election night Yea and I were
getting ready to [eave when Bob and his wife walked
in. (e came to-eongratulate me. I think it showed
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the kind of person he was. Yater his daughter served
as mayor of the city with honor and dignity. I know
Bob would have been proud.

Mayor Joe Shelton: Joe was a fine man. Fe
served only a short period of time until he moved from
the city. Joe was a former fighter pilot. “When the
riots occurred in (Kansas City he put on a helmet,
took a shotqun and rode with patrol units patrolling
our boundaries. CIt was ironic some of the other
aldermen took their families and left the city. “When
they returned they were critical of actions taken by the
police department. Joe gave them a lecture on the
council floor of first hand information concerning the
incident. Afterward there was dead silence and many
heads [ooked down when he finished. (Nothing more
was ever said. Joe and I argued loudly on items
conicerning the police budget. Some thought we might
come to blows. dittle did they know that we had (unch
together several times a month at the Yanding in

(Kansas City.
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Mayor Willard Ross: Willard was a kind and
gentle man who worked day and night to promote and

improve Raytown. Fe was well liked by every one.
I never heard a bad word about him, I know for a
fact that had it not been for Willard Ross, Raytown
would never have had a paramedic ambulance service.
e made many trips to Jefferson City to meet with
state officials to achieve this project. (e started the
meals on wheels program and delivered meals himself
daily. (e and I were criticized for supporting each
other at election time. ((He a republican and me a

democrat). I was proud to call him my friend.

*Names of Mayors and terms they served are not in
order. Some served more than one two year term and

some fterms were not consecutive.

AIDERMEN

O here is no possible way ‘I could remember all of the
aldermen that I worked with. Some served only one
term, one or two [eft before their term was completed
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and only one still holds office as an alderman, so I
quess he must be doing something right to get re~
elected each term. O)he majority of aldermen are all
good people and in their own way contributed much to
the progress of the community.

O HE END O ANERA

O he readers of this history must be objective and not
subjective and place things in proper perspective in
order to digest its contents. A multitude of facts and
personal feelings are contained herein., Any frustra-
tion detected comes from the writer’s personal invol~
vement. OFirst as a law enforcement officer over three
decades and later as a victim of decadence in a system
of alleged equal justice but in reality nothing more
than political subterfuge. It bitterness is noted, so be
it. “When a man and his family are put to mental
stress and caused total embarrassment. “When a
career of long duration is devastated. “When a man is
shunned by fellow officers and workers alike (many of
whom he helped and promoted to their ultimate status)
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condemned by the news media and the city he served, a
fuman with only menial understanding would become

embittered,

And so, everything now comes full circle. As
Assistant Chief of Police and Chief of Police, ‘I
have tried to epitomize some of those things that ¢l
have witnessed during the span of 31 years. Gtave 1
left things outQ Without question. My loving wife

reminded me on more than one occasion while typing

this history “you are writing a summary, not a book” .

She was right. Q) here are so many things that
happened during that period. Some good and some
bad. 0)he memories of working with and knowing so
many people in Raytown was a blessing to Yea and
me, Qur children attended and graduated from an
excellent school district under the [eadership of Joe
Herndon. Raytown was a wonderful place to live,

O he critics will undoubted(y find fault with the things
I have said and the references made. Well, they are
true and documented. Maybe the words sound cynical
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and cold. Qhey are meant only for those who
attempted to use the city for their own personal gain,
Both democrat and republican parties in Raytown
suffered a few renegade members. Certain members of
both parties came into Raytown and ran for office and
once elected created havoc and then moved from the
city. Qhe one thing they failed to realize was that
QRaytown was resillient. 0)here are some still

residing in Raytown but I note when they tried to

regain power, the electorate was not fooled a second

time.

Uet me hasten to add that (I was not the easiest person
to get along with (just ask my wife). “When those
mavyors and aldermen tried to destruct and create
problems within the rank and file of the police depart-
ment because of their own proclivities and petty
jealousies, I did become very upset. ©)he men and
woren of the department did an outstanding service
for the city. I was diametrically opposed to those
who wanted to cut salaries, pensions and health

benefits. Q) he fight was long and hard. Jtowever, the
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results speak for themselves. (l{q\ztown has a strong
professiona[ po[ice department under the capab[e

leadership of Chief Jim dAynch who knows well the
battles we fought to maintain the status quo.

Dhere is no question that I am deeply thankful to
those citizens who helped me over the years. Yea and
I are proud to have been a part of the history of
Raytown, Yooking at the building that now houses
the police department and remembering how it all first
started brings a (ump to the throat. O here is (ittle
doubt law enforcement in Raytown has come a long
way. ‘I only hope the men and women who occupy the
police department today realize how hard so many
police officers both regular, uniform reserve and
civilians worked to establish the solid foundation on
which they work today. I wish them all good (uck and
may (5od bless them.

I have made hundreds of talks over the years and

always ended with these closing remarks: “when you
see emergency vehicles rolling down the street with red
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light flashing and sirens screaming, two things are

happening. Someone is in trouble but better yet, help
is on the way”.

Yea and I again want to thank the tistorical
Society for requesting that we bring back a few
memories. CIt ‘kinda’ makes us both feel that maybe,
just maybe we are still a (ittle part of Raytown.

(Goodbye, good (uck and may (God bless you each and

every one.

*Cn 1977, I was requested by the news media to
write an article concerning elective and appointive
positions. @ he question was to be on the November
ballot. Q)he question of making the positions appoin-
tive was defeated. Q)hat article is included at the end
of this history.
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Elective vs Appointive
Choice of the Teop[e

By Chief Marion P. PBeeler

© he News Media have requested that I discuss the
proposition to be voted on (November 4”', in the
General Election, the question of appointive versus
elective status of the Marshal/Chief of Police and
City Collector. In my opinion those questions
should be [eft to the voter and not clouded with
issues, Mrs. Estep Wilch and I have served the
City of QRaytown for many years (16 and 26 years
respectively). I am sure we both agree to let our
credits and qualifications speak for themselves. Q) he
ordinance passed by the Board of Aldermen,
allowing the proposition to be placed on the
November 4" allot is legal under existing Missouri
Statutes governing fourth class cities. I do not
question the authority for placing the proposition on
the ballot by the author of the ordinance, but I must

however question fiis intent.
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Whatever choice is made by the electorate November

4“‘, I pledge my continued support to the citizens of
Raytown. CIf the voters choose to make the Chief’s
position appointive, I will, if requested, assist in
setting up those quide [ines necessary for the
transition: preselection assessment of the police
department, selections and qualifications, establish~
ment of salary and fringe benefits, evaluation cri~
teria, minimum qualifications for future chiefs of
police, certification of candidates for chief of police,
internal and external selection alternatives and
retention procedures for the position. o his data

should be established by ordinance.

O he present ordinance proposed setting up a
commission and meager guidelines is ambiguous and
though it does express some of my ideas, it has been
diluted to the point of becoming ineffective and
offers little to attract a qualified chief of police.

Many varieties of the selecting process for a chief of
police prevail throughout our nation. O hey usually




fall into three or four general categories; political
appointment, competitive civil service examination,
~appointment by nonyf-po[itica[ boards of individuals
without a civil service type examination, (Boards of
Aldermen), and some form of seniority system.
Although there is no general agreement about the best
selective method, alimost 100% of police chiefs and

their superiors agree that a formal selection process
should be used.

D he appointment or election of a police chief usually
alerts more public concern than does the selection of
nearly any other public official. RBecause this
selection is particularly important to the public and
because qualities necessary for effective police
leadership are unique and complex, the public should
extensively evaluate their choice of the selective
process and not be misled by suggestions or
inducements offered by both the proponents or
opponents, Q) he propositions to be voted on
November 4“‘, is the right of each registered voter
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and should be cast only as their individual

preference.

@ he police chief is one of the most important
individuals in the criminal justice system of any
municipality in America. Charged with protecting
persons and property of all members of the
community, the chief of police [eads the most visible

of pub[ic services.

O here should be an established orderly method of
selecting a police chief who is qualified for the
particular job, there should be a systematic way of
retaining a qualified police chief after selection and
there should be procedures set out grounded on
american constitutional notions of fairness and due
process for removing an unqualified chief from
office.

q)o(iticians and appointees who serve at their
pleasure, of necessity position their surfboard at the
crest of every new wave of popular appeal. “When




one wave diminishes they paddle out and [ook for the
next one. A chief of police must be insulated in some
fashion from politics or the enforcement agency will
be pulled up and down like a yo~yo, depending what
law enforcement will do or not do for a politician.
O he people are entitled to an even, reasonable and
necessary enforcement of [ega[ statutes. Q)he policy
of serving at the pleasure should be divorced as far
as possible from the exigencies of current political

moves and sentiments.

Stability of government - change without
disruption~ is a hallmark of democracy. (Most states
and municipalities in the ‘United States move from
one political administration to another with [(ittle
more than the fanfare of a swearing~in ceremony or
a victory dinner for the winners, CIn most states and
municipalities, too, the transition from one police
chief to the next is conducted in an orderly and
proper manner. 0)here may be less fanfare, but the
event is nonetheless of enormous importance to the

community. O he qualifications of the person




selected for the position of police chief will have

lasting effect on the quality of life in the community.

One of the most disruptive events in the life of a
community can be the removal or premature
resignation of a police chief. O he selection of a
successor can be equally unsettling. Some govern-
ments, including those in our area, reqularly hire and
fire their police chiefs. Q@ his happens because the
public does not recognize the importance of [eadership
by a police department. Qhe stability and continuity
essential to effective police services is never allowed
to develop when the leadership changes frequently.
Dhe community and the police department both
suffer,

Yust as critical a problem is the situation where a
community has no realistic method of [earning how
effective a job their police chief is doing. On many
occasions a newspaper or the [ive media will print or
show only the adverse and omit the good, thus the

competent police-chiefs are not recognized. A chief




of police may be required to work without sufficient
authority under the appointive system, with (ittle or
no protection from arbitrary or capricious removal
and be subjected to an environment fraught with pit-
falls. ‘(nder this system the chief cannot implement
even the most basic procedures or programs., Such
conditions are usually dismissed as hazards of the
job. ©) he public too, seldom realizes the adverse
conditions are extremely serious or that they exist at

all,

®he most serious situation and one that is perhaps
least recognized by the public exists when a few (ocal
governing officials regard the police department as a
private preserve of their particular political faction
or philosophy. Such circumstances often bring about
the intentional selection of a police chief who might
be controlled more easily though less qualified to
operate the police department. “With a pliable police
chief, the department becomes, in effect, a private
police force for those politicians in power. After

each local election a change in govemmenta[




administration often occurs, which may result in a

new private po[ice force for the victorious po[itica[

or specia[ interest group.

I have found most police chiefs to be dedicated
people who honestly serve their profession. Qhey
work to make the criminal justice system an effective
instrument of government in their area. O heir
success usually is rewarded by continued tenure and

the confidence of the citizenry.

I have complete confidence in the citizens of this
community who have allowed me the fionor to serve
them for these many years. ‘I believe we have one of
the finest police departments in the midwest, not
necessarily because I am chief of police but because
of the diligence and dedication of the officers and
employees who make up the QRaytown Police
PDepartment.

(Qhis article was written July, 1977. o my
recollection the proposition to appoint the Marshal,




Collector and Municipal Judge was placed on a
ballot three separate times. It was voted down by
the electorate each time. CIn three separate elections
there were three charter proposals to change the
structure of the city. Q) hey too were defeated by the
citizens of Raytown).
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