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CHAPMAN

Surname
FAMILY INFORMATION CHART NO.

Husband's full name Sceva CHAPMAN

born on 10 Feb. 1793 at Cavendish, Windsor Co., Vermont
married 17 Feb. 1825 at
died on 23 Jan. 1881 at Lodi, Medina County, Ohio !

Interred at Old Cemetery on Wooster St.Groom's 15LC marriage

War of 1812 — Capt Asa
Aikens Co 31st Regt BS Inf

Military Service
Rhoda PECK

Farmer
Occupation
Reuben CHAPMAN

Religion

Authority/Source of Data:

Marjorie M. Russell
1445 Queen Summit Dr.
West Covina, CA 91791
(1983)

Records, Census & Other:
S HISTORY OF THE WESTERN
RESERVE, OHIO, Vol. IIT,
pgs. 1657 -8 & G,

His father 1761-1845 Mother's maiden name 1761-1843

Wife's maiden name Azuba MARSH

TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS
FROM THE CEMETERIES 1IN
MEDINA COUNTY, OHIO 1983

born on 7 Oct. 1802 at Wardsborp, Windham Co., Vermont

U.S5. Census Records:

died on 24 Nov. 1885 at Lodi, Medina Co., Ohio

1830-40-50-60-70 & 80 of
Medina County, Ohio.

Interred at Bride's 156 marriage

Abijah MARSH Bersha SNOW

i. Medina Co., OH, DEATH
RECORDS: Vol. 1, pg. 52,

Her father Mother's maiden name

SeX ) e Their Children: | Additional Information:
(1) Name Arminda E. CHAPMAN
Harrisville Township,
born on 15 Mch. 1827 at Medina County, Ohio
died on 9 Oct. 1885 at Medina County, Ohio
married at
CO‘!
. - The census of Medina Co.
(2) Name Marinda E. CHAPMAN of 1850 records her as
born on ca. 18728 at ‘idiotic and of 1860 as
insane.
died on before 1910 at
married at
to: -
__________________ Children:
(3) Name Harrison ScevaH2§§£§A§11 S Angie L. b. 24 Mch. 1862
v e Townshi
born on 26 July 1830 at Medina County, Ohiop’ %822351ey G5 b. 10 July
died on 8 May 1895 at Medina County, Ohio
married 20 Aupg. 1860 at
to: Jane GILLEY 1- 1. Daughter of Andrew &
6 Mch 1834 — 16 Oct. 1901 Catherine GILLEY.

Form B-0189
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REUBEN CHAPMAN

was a native of Connecticut, born March 20, 1761. On the 2ist day of
November, 1782, he became the husband ¢of Rhoda Peck, also a native of
Connecticut, bormn January 27, 1760.

The following account of their emigration westward exhibits some of
the phases of pioneer life at that day. Mr. Chapman with his family,
consisting of his wife Rhoda, and his children Cyrus, Sceva, Leonard, and
Clyne (his sons Levi, Arvis, and Perrin having preceded them the year
before), started from Cavendish, Windsor County, Vermont, — where they
had spent some years, — on the 20th of June, 1818, with two wagons, one
drawn by a span of horses and the other by two yoke of cattle; they
also drove a cow. The horse-team got through to Harrisville Township,
Medina County, Ohio, some time in August. The ox-team arrived about
two weeks later, which was early in September. They came 1in company
to Buffalo, where Cyrus and Sceva weni aboard a sloop for Cleveland,
taking with them the ox-wagon and yokes. The sloop was two weeks
running from Buffalo to Cleveland, being driven back by a gale from near
Cleveland to Erie.

The first steamboat on Lake Erie was about completed at Black Rock,
and Cyrus and Sceva went on board to view it. When the oxen, having
gone by 1land, reached Cleveland, the sloop had not yet arrived, and
Leonard was left in charge of the Oxen awaiting the arrival of the sloop.
When the vessel came, the three brothers took the ridge road, by way
of Grafton, for Harrisville. They passed the night with a man in Graf-
ton. There now remained two miles of road not yet cut through, and
Sceva drove the team while his two brothers, assisted by the Grafton
man just mentioned, cut the wunderbrush and cleared the way. Sceva
thus became the first man who drove a team from Grafton to Harrisville.
The cow they brought along more than paid her own expenses, besides
Furnishing milk for the family. There was only one family in Chatham
"Township at this time. '

Mr. Chapman settled upon a farm near the present village of Lodi, and
upon this spot he passed the rest of his life. He and his wife were among
the first members of the Baptist Church of Westfield, and he was Deacon
of the same. le possessed a great versatility of talent and a natural in-
genuity that enabled him te turn his hand to anything in the department
of mechanics. He was also an excellent singer, and taught singing-school
for quite a number of years. Mrs. Chapman died June 7, 1843, aged
eighty~three years; Mr. G., on October 9, 1845, aged eighty-four.

SGEVA CHAPMAN, Harrisville,

was born in Windsor County, Vermont, February 10, 1793. In 1818, as
before stated, he came West, and located in Harrisville. His educational
advantages were very limited, three months of school being all that he
" ever had after he had learned to read.

On February 17, 1825, he married Azuba Marsh, of Ashland GCounty.
Miss Marsh was borm Octeober 7, 1802, in Windham Couanty, Vermont.
Her father's family was the third that settled in Medina Township, Medina
County. '

Mr. Chapman has held a number of township offices, among them that
of Treasurer for some twelve yearsjalso that of Trustee for several years,
~and of School Director for several terms. Mrs. GC. has been a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church for half a century. She is in her seventy-
second year,and is quite vigorous for her age. The children of the family
were as follows: Williard J., who died in infancy; Harrison S., of Lodij;
Ozias E., of Bureau County, Illinois; Arminda E., of Lodi; Marinda E.
(deceased); Rozella M., now Mrs. E. G. Topping, of Harvey County,
Kansas.



- HARRISON SCEVA CHAPMAN, Harrisville,

second son of Sceva, was born in Harrisville, July 26, 1830. The common
school advantages were all that he ever enjoyed. On August 20, 1860,
he married Jane Gilley, of Harrisville. Miss G. was third daughter of
Andrew and Catherine Gilley.

Mr. Chapman has been School Director for some nine years, and most
of the time Clerk of the District. He has also served as Township trustee.
Both he and his wife have been for twenty-two years past active members
of the CGCongregational Church of Lodi, in which he has held for some
twenty years the positions of Clerk and of Deacon. The family comprises
one daughter, Angie Lena, born March 24, 1862, and one son, Chesley
Gilley, born July 10, 1867. Mr. Chapman resides near Lodi, on the pa-
ternal acres formerly owned by his grandfather.

page 26, COMBINATION ATLAS MAP OF MEDINA COUNTY, OHIO
by L. H. Everts 1874

e, e. b, 09 Apr.'90.




REUBEN CHAPMAN

Reuben Chapman, third son of Jonathan Chapman, of Connecticut,
was born in that state on March 20, 1761, the family having been
founded in WNew England in the early colonial epoch. He was rear-
ed to manhood in Gonnecticut, and there, on November 21, 1782,
was solemnized his marriage to Miss Rhoda Peck, who likewise was
a native of Connecticut, where she was born on January 27, 1760.

Reuben Chapman moved from his native state to Vermont and re-
sided for several years at Cavendish, Windsor county, that state.
From that point, on June 20, 1818, in company with his devoted
wife and his sons OCyrus, Sceva, Leonard and Clyne, he set forth
for the wilds of the Western Reserve, his equipment for the long
and weary journey comprising a team of horses, two yokes of oxen
and two wagons. One of the wagons was drawn by the horses and

the double ox-team furnished the motive power for the other wagon.

In the preceding year the three'other sons of:-Reuben Chapman had
come to the Reserve and made their way through to the future home
of the family in Medina county. The horse team mentioned arrived
in Harrisville township, this county, some time in August, 1818.
The entire family party made the trip in company as far as Bulfa-
lo, New York, where the sons Cyrus and Sceva embarked on a Sloop
for Cleveland, taking on board with them the ox wagon and the
yokes of the two ox teams.

Two weeks were consumed by this sloop in making the voyage from
Buffalo to Cleveland, as the little wvessel, after reaching a
peint near Cleveland, was driven back by a heavy gale to Erie.
The first steamboat on Lake Erie was nearing completion at Black
Rock, and the two brothers, Cyrus and Sceva, went on board the
craft to view its splendors. Today the vessel would be consid-
ered one of the most primitive and insignificant order. 1In the
meanwhile the other members of the family had proceeded overland,
driving the ox teams, and had arrived in Cleveland, then a small
village, before the sloop reached its destination at that point.

Leonard Chapman was left in-charge of.the oxen,. awalting the ar-
rival of the sloop, and when the same reached Cleveland the three
brothers took the old Ridge road, by way of Grafton, for Harris-
ville township, Medina county. They passed the night with a
worthy settler at Grafton, from which point no road had been con-
structed, so that it was necessary to cut through two miles of
roadway to reach the new home in .thé midst of the forests of
Harrisviltle township. Sceva Chapman was assigned to the duty of
driving the ox team, while his two brothers, with the aid of the
previously mentioned Grafton man, cut the underbrush and cleared
the way. Sceva Chapman thus had the distinction of being the
first man to drive a team from Grafton to Harrisville.

At the time of the arrival of the Chapman family there was only

one family settled 1in Chatham township -- that of Moses Parsons,
great-grandfather of the wife of him whose name initiates this
article. Reuben Chapman and his family settled on a tract of

heavily timbered land near the present village of Lodi, and here

1 of 2




the father and his sturdy sons grappled earnestly with the wilder-
ness, causing the same to yeild tribute to their energy and inde-—
fatigable industry, so that in course of time the giant trees of
the forest gave place to productive fields, Reuben Chapman and
his wife passed the residue of their lives on this'old homestead
in Harrisville township, and their names merit an enduring place
on the roll of the honored pioneers of the Western Reserve.

They were numbered among the original members of the Baptist
church at Westfield, in which he was a deacon, holding this
posftiaon until the close of his leng and useful life. He died on

October 9, 1845, his devoted wife having been summoned to the life
eternal on June 7, 1843.

This portion from HISTORY OF THE WESTERN RESERVE, OQhio, Vol. III,
pages 1657-8.

e, e. b.
Teb., 1990
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PIONEER HISTORY
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MEDINA COUNTY.

BY

N. B. NORTEIROP.

MEDINA, OHIO:
GEQ, REDWAY, PRINTER.
1861,
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HISTORY
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MEDINA COUNTY

AND,
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Containing a History of the State of Ohio, from its cariiest seltlement to the present time, embracing
115 fopography, geological, pliysical and climatic features; ifs agricultural, stock-growing, raii-
road inferests, ele.; a History of Medina County, giving an account of its aboriginal
inkabitants, early settlement by the whites, pioneer tneidents, its Lrowth, ifs
fmprovements, organization of the Counly, its judicial Rislory, its
business and indusiries, churches, schools, ete.; DBicgraphical
Stetches ; Poriraits of some of the Eariy Seftiers and
Prominent Men, cic., ele,
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186 DEARBORN STREET,
1381.
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gell Burr, ¥a square orop off the right ear.”
Five more were recorded in this year; twoin
1817; one in 1818 'Then follow records every
year up to the year 1865. A complete political
organization of the township was effected in

April, 1817, and the new township then included
all the territory which now belongs to the town-
ships of Harrisville, Westfield, La Fayette,
Chatham, Spencer, Huntington, Rochester, Troy,
Sullivan and Homer. Tiwenty-nine votes were
cast ab the election held for township officers on
October 6, 1877, atthe little sehoolhouse erected
in the spring of that year, The poll sheet of
this election hag been lost, but the following
were elected as township officers for the ensu-
ing year: Joseph Harris, Loammi Holeomb
and Isasc Catlin, Trustees ; Isaac Catlin, Jus-
tice of the Pence; and Timothy Burr, Town-
ship Clerk. The first is a list of the taxable
property of Harrisville Township, made out by
Willay Hamilton in the spring of 1819, There
are eighty-one names listed, and their personal
property compriges 49 horses and 211 peat cat-
tle. This included territory north, east and
west, other than what constitutes Harrisville
Township to-day, although at that time it all
came within its polifical boundaries. The next
election ocomrred in Harrisville on the 12th
day of Qotober, 1819, at which time, State,
county and township officers were voted for by
the Harrisville people. 'Thirty-nine votes were
cast at this election. At one of the township
elections in the early years, forty-seven candi-
dates were voted for, though there wers bub
thirty-one votes cast. This included ail the
different township offices, stick as Road Super-
visor, Overseer of the Poor, Fence Overseer
and © Bar-mark"” Rlecorder. Some of the can-
didates had the honor of receiving batlots for
four and five different offices, From this, it may
be inferred that there was as muech strife for
office among our forefathers as there is among
the politicians of to-day. This is again well
illustrated at a special election held on July 3

following, to elect two Justices of the Peace.
Twenty-nine votes were deposited, and they
were divided among elaven candidates, as fol-
lows: Waynewright De With, 23; Leonard
Chapman, 24 ; Blijah De Witt, 2; James Rog-
ers, 2 ; Willian® Burr, 1; Amos Witter, 1; Jo-
geph Harris, 1; Jonathan Fitts, 1; Lomer
Grifln, T; Carolus Tuttle, 1; and Ebenezer
Harris, 1. _The names of the voters at this

election, the first Presidential held in Harris-

ville Township, were Aaron Loomis, Reuben

‘to fifty-six, During the fall of that year, the

Chapman, Arvis 8. Uhapman, Joseph Harris
James Rogers, Seova Chapman, Cyrus Chap-
man, Loammi IR]EBET@F&GQ Tuttle, Timo-
thy Burr and Levi Chapman. A$ the next
spring election,” forty-seven votes were polled,

This inereased, at the election on April 7, 1828,

people of Harrisville were thoroughly aroused
in the Presidential canvass that was being
waged between Aadrew Jackson (Democrat)
and John Q. Adams (National Republican),
Sixty-five citizens came out that day for the
Adams Eleotors, and one solitary vote hud been
casb for Andrew Jackson, Then indignation
aroge, Who could have been the traitor in
their midst, who had presumed fo vote for An-~
drew Jackson and the Democratic ticket?
When it was suggested by Waynewright De
Witt that the man who had presumed to vote
the Democratic ticket should be rewarded hy a
free ride on a rail, and the scorn of the entire
colony, Josiah Perkins arose and deflantly de-
clared that he had been.the man; and intimated
to the suggestor of the free ride that he was
ready, right then und there, to sustain the vir-
tue of a free ballot with a little more foroible
argument than mere words, But it did nof go
further than words, and the political excitement
soon subsided, and pleasant good feeling was
restored, At the Presidentiul election held on
November 2, 1832, 86 votes wore cast, The
Heunry Clay Electors (Whig) received 45 votes,
and the Andrew Jackson Electors’ (Democrat)
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HISTORY OF MEDINA COUNTY. 507
ing' and for several years after that, Mr. Tim- { Jonatban Fitts and Thomas Holcomb. District No. 83—
othy dealt instruction in the rudimentary Thomu.Ruaséll, Russett Burr, Webster Holcomb, Jere-
branches of learning to the few children, num- mish Hill, Elljah Bishop, Levi Chapman, Warren John-
. . . son, Seera Chapman, Orange Stoddart, Reuber Chap-
bormg from four to eight at ‘_1 time. man, [ssae Rogers, Ebenezer Harrls, Wiillam Burr,
A few years later than this, another school- George Burr and Celina Young,
house was pub up by the few seltlers iu the | Ve, the undersigned, Trustees of Harrisville Town-
western part of the township, on the site | ship, certify the above to be s true deseription of school
where now one of the churches at Cherry Cor- distriota in esid township, as laid off by us, snd aiso
ners stands. Miss Harrlet Hosford taught n correot list of houscholders in each diatrigt,
there a few terms, and also a Mr. George Me- Jaurs Roaxns,
oe e . Altested: JONATHAN FiTTs,
Quay. A division of the township in school Anson Loomts, Clerk Trustees
districts was made on the 10th of October, ) ' '
1827, with the following boundaries, as given An enumerstion taken on the 4th of Janu-
in the original ordinance made by the Towaship | ary, 1830, of the householders in the different
Trustees: school districts in the township showed eighty-
Commenoing on tho south line of the townebip, at the one householders and one hundred aud thir-
southeast corner of Lot No. 156, running from thence | téen children between the ages of four and
north on lot line, to the uorth coraer of Lot 963 from | elghteen, Another subdivision of school dis-
thenco west, on the lino of the lots, to the West Bransh | tricts was mwade on the 18tk of May, 1835, add-
of‘ Black Rive.r: from thence northwardly, following ing two more and making five school districts,
‘:’,:;i“:;:i; :E:B;“IIZZr::i:‘;?":“ffe::: “t';d “’:3_“ T'wo more districts were created by the town-
, ] wnship. . .
All that said part of said Townehip west and south Ef ship trustees, on the l,mh of May, 1837, and (:'m
that line, shall constitute District No. 2. Distriot No. 3, the 9th of Oectober in the same year, Alvin
bounded by Distriet No. 2 on the west, snd a line run- | Loomis, Joseph W. Rockwell and O. S. Kinney
ning from the northeast corner of Lot 96, ruuning east | were appeinted Directors of School Distriet No.
Lo the south, to the southeast corner of Lot 87; from | 1, An enumeration of the youth between the
thence north, io the nort'heast corner of Lot 68; from ages of four and twenty, in the several school
thence eaat, to the cast line of sald township; lsaid dis- districts in the township, taken on the 20th
triot shall include all that part of the Townahip south
and east of the said line not inoluded ia District No, 2, of Oetober, 1838, showed 25_3 males, 263 .fe-
District No, 1 {0 contain all that part of the Township | Wales and a total of 506, This number had in-
not included in the olher two distriots. The following | creased in 1849 fo a total of 538, and in 1845
are the names of all the householders in District No. 1: | to 638. In 1865, the number of youth had de-
Seth TLewis, Miochael Loomis, Alvin Loomis, Justus creased to a total of 484, and in 1860 there
Burr, Carolus Tuttle, John Jfason, Jr., Nedebiah Cass, were only 447 children between the ages of four
John B. Ulter, Charles Lewis, Lomer Geiffin, Willis . . isville T hi
Griffin, Anson Loumis, James Rogers, Amos Kinney, and twenty years .m Harrisville Township.
Mmothy HBurr, Joseph Harrls, Thomas Dunbar, Eli Twenty years later, in the fail of 1880, the total
Utter, Miohae! Simeox, Cyrus Chapman, Henry K, Jo- | number of school ehildren betiween the ages of
line, Asher Loomis, Ira Kingsby, Elijah De Wiit, Isase | six and twenby-one, in the entire township, in-
Cntlin, Diodema Birge, John Jason, Moses Paraons, cluding the special school district of Lodi, was
Ralz?mond Griffin, Pa.rla.y F, (riffin, Riohard West aud 482, being, strange as it may seem, just 156
Perrin Chaprmn. D:sm.ul. No. 2--Lo.nmmi Holeomb, less than were enumerated in 1845.
Reuben Harrington, Daniel Delevan, Timothy Munson, .
Josiah Perking, John Munson, Nathaniel Rogers, Loon- By virtue of an act passed by the Ohio Leg-
ard Chapman, Samuel R, Munson, David Sausman, Roger | i8infure on April 9, 1867, a special school dis-
Phelps, Willinm Rogers, Perexr Rogers, Anson Marsh, | trict was oredted in the winter of 1868, embrac-
< =%
v +
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