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MCPL Announces ‘Fantasy GenreCon’ Author Lineup 

 

Bestselling Fantasy Authors to Headline Library Book Festival on August 8  

 

Kansas City, MO – On August 8, 2026, top fantasy authors from across the country will gather at Mid-

Continent Public Library’s Woodneath Library Center (8900 NE Flintlock Road, Kansas City, Mo.) for 

Fantasy GenreCon, a free, all-day festival celebrating the magic and mystery of the increasingly popular brand 

of storytelling. From the creation of enchanting new worlds, to reimagining fairy tale classics, authors of this 

magical genre will share the behind-the-scenes secrets of their work with readers and aspiring novelists alike. 

Registration for the event will open a week from today, on Wednesday, July 8, through the Library’s 

website at mymcpl.org/GenreCon. 

 

MCPL Fantasy GenreCon 2026 Presenting Authors:  
 

• Travis Baldree, Fantasy series author, audiobook narrator, and video game designer, best known for 

his “cozy fantasy” series Legends and Lattes  

• Rachel Hochhauser, New York Times bestselling author of Lady Tremaine, a reimagining of 

Cinderella, named a 2026 Reese’s Book Club Pick 

• Sarah Beth Durst, Bestselling and award-winning fantasy author of more than 30 novels, including 

the 2026 #1 New York Times bestseller The Faraway Inn 

• Ayana Gray, New York Times bestselling author of young adult and adult speculative fiction, 

including the highly acclaimed 2025 I, Medusa, a feminist retelling of the classic Greek myth 

• Paula Lafferty, USA Today bestselling author of fantasy novels, including The Lives of Guinevere 

Novels, a series reimagining King Arthur’s legend 

• Local authors EC Garrett and Amber Logan will lead fantasy writing workshops for aspiring 

novelists in partnership with MCPL’s Story Center 

 

The day will conclude with a book fair and sales managed through local bookshop The Gilded Page. More 

details about Fantasy GenreCon, including the full schedule of events, will be released in the coming weeks, 

so readers are encouraged to stay tuned by visiting mymcpl.org/GenreCon. 

 

### 

https://www.mymcpl.org/features/genrecon?check_logged_in=1
https://www.mymcpl.org/features/genrecon


2 
 

Access Your World 

Founded in 1965, Mid-Continent Public Library is the largest library system in the Kansas City metropolitan 

area, operating 34 branches and serving nearly 880,000 people in Jackson, Clay, and Platte Counties. MCPL is 

an award-winning library system that strives to enrich citizens and communities through expanding access to 

innovation, information, ideas, and inspiration. Connect with the Library on Facebook and Instagram. 

http://www.mymcpl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mymcpl/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/mcplmo/?hl=en

