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Local Biz Owners Compete for Cash at Library on Sept. 24  
 

MCPL and Kauffman Foundation Award Prizes, Showcase Local Businesses at 'Pitch Competition' 

 

Kansas City, MO – On Thursday, September 24, Mid-Continent Public Library’s Square One Small Business 

Center will host the 2026 Pitch Competition & Small Business Showcase at the Auditorium at 

Woodneath Library Center (8900 NE Flintlock Road, Kansas City, Mo.), giving local entrepreneurs the 

chance to secure funding in support of their unique and innovative business ideas. Funded in part by the 

Kauffman Foundation, this "Shark Tank-style" event will offer six local entrepreneurs the opportunity to win 

cash prizes of $5,000, $3,000, and $1,000, respectively, for first, second, and third place. 

This year's competitors include: 

1. Brad Dulny, Founder and CEO of Arrive Unlimited, an on-demand ride service 

2. Mitch Thaemert and Jenny Metzger, Owners of Bergwood Co., a handmade Montessori-inspired 

furniture company 

3. Hali Rauer, Owner of Full Circle: End-of-Life Doula Services  

4. Amy Steinhour, Owner of GiftWellSoon, an online support registry  

5. Luke “Skippy” Harbur, Owner of LSH Productions, an education, performance, and production 

company 

6. Savannah Taube, Owner of VitalPath Wellness, a personalized wellness coaching service 

To qualify for the competition, entrepreneurs had to apply and meet a range of criteria, including making less 

than $100,000 a year and residing in the Kansas City metropolitan area. Before competitors take the stage, 

there will be a Small Business Showcase beginning at 4:00 p.m., featuring vendor booths for attendees to 

explore and shop, including the six competitors as well as 19 other local businesses offering a wide array of 

products and services—from makeup and purses, to cafes and bakeries, to marketing and professional 

business services. Attendees can also enjoy a cocktail hour with a grazing table and mocktail bar. At 5 p.m., 

the six competitors will give their pitches, and a panel of judges, comprised of CEOs and business 

professionals, will select the winners. 

https://arriveunlimited.com/
https://bergwoodco.com/
https://www.fullcircledoulakc.com/
https://www.giftwellsoon.com/
https://www.lshproductions.com/
https://vitalpathwellness.org/
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In September 2025, MCPL’s Square One held its first Pitch Competition, and Rasheedah Villarreal, founder 

of Social Emotional Yoga with Mrs. V, came in first place. Her prize money was used to expand her program, 

which works to build resilience and emotional regulation, particularly among youth. In March 2026, the 

Library hosted another round, and local vegan ice cream shop Scream Queens came in first place, taking 

home the grand prize of $5,000, which owner Zoe Mays used to invest in equipment and ingredients needed 

to expand the business’s presence at the Overland Park Farmers Market this summer.  

“Participating in the MCPL Square One Small Business Center Pitch Competition was a game changer for me 

and my small vegan ice cream business, Scream Queens,” said Mays. “Just having the opportunity to prepare 

for the pitch was instrumental in moving my business forward. Thinking deeply, crunching numbers, and 

organizing my thoughts about the past, present, and future of Scream Queens made me feel more confident 

in my business concept and better prepared for future challenges.”  

Learn more about the 2026 Pitch Competition and Small Business Showcase at mymcpl.org/Square-One.    

This initiative was made possible by a generous grant from the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. 

### 

About Mid-Continent Public Library 

Founded in 1965, Mid-Continent Public Library is the largest library system in the Kansas City metropolitan 

area, operating 34 branches and two Library-To-Go locations and serving approximately 880,000 people in 

Jackson, Clay, and Platte Counties. MCPL is an award-winning library system that strives to enrich citizens 

and communities through expanding access to innovation, information, ideas, and inspiration. Connect with 

the Library on Facebook and Instagram. 

 

 

https://www.mrsvyoga.com/
https://wescreamforscreamqueens.com/
https://www.mymcpl.org/square-one/programs/pitch-competitions
http://www.mymcpl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mymcpl/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/mcplmo/?hl=en

