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                                                                         Wednesday, September 16, 2026 

Contact Information: 

Emily Becker, Assoc. Director of Comms 

Mid-Continent Public Library      

ebecker@mymcpl.org                                                                                                         

O: 816.503.4187│M: 816.372.3937 

 

 

 

MCPL’s LitUp Fest for Teens Returns Sept. 19 

 

Free Youth Literature Festival Offers Workshops with Bestselling Authors 

 

Kansas City, MO – This Saturday, September 19, Mid-Continent Public Library will host its ninth-annual 

LitUp Festival, a free literature and arts event for teens, at its Woodneath Library Center (8900 NE Flintlock 

Road, Kansas City, Mo.). The day-long program offers teens the opportunity to meet some of their favorite 

authors and creators and learn how to harness their own creative talents.  

This year's lineup of featured authors, includes: 

• A.S. King – Award-winning author of young adult fiction, including Attack of the Black Rectangles 

• Brian Lee Young – Filmmaker and award-winning author of young adult fiction, including Shards of 

Silence 

• Lauren Blackwood – New York Times bestselling author of the Reese’s Book Club Pick Within These 

Wicked Walls 

• Jessica Walker – Artist, illustrator, and author of young adult fiction, including The Secret Astronomers  

LitUp 2026 Schedule: 

9:15 a.m. Welcome / Opening Author Panel 

10:45 a.m. - Breakout Sessions 

• How to Write a Good Life: An Exploration of Your Personal Suitcase with A.S. King 

Amy asks students to consider their past experiences and explains how to use them to positively 

shape their future and learn from mistakes rather than be defined by them. This is the popular 

“Who packs your suitcase?” presentation that has helped tens of thousands of students take 

control of who they allow in their decision-making space. 

    

• The Secret Astronomers: Making Stories in the Margins with Jessica Walker 

Join author and illustrator, Jessica Walker for a behind-the-scenes look at the making of The Secret 

Astronomers, a story about two teenagers, an old astronomy textbook, a mysterious town in West 

Virginia and an unlikely friendship built entirely through notes and drawings. Jessica will share 
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the real places and strange discoveries that inspired the novel and explore how stories can help 

us challenge our assumptions, connect across differences, and see the world from someone else's 

perspective.  

 

• Puppetry for Television with Zachery Garner 

1:00 p.m. - Breakout Sessions  

• Macro and Micro Moments: Looking at Your Manuscript from A Distance for Revising 

Opportunities with Brian Young 

This workshop focuses on craft regarding plotting and structuring a novel.  

• Using Research to Enhance Storytelling with Lauren Blackwood 

Explore how research can take storytelling to the next level.  Writers use history, interviews, 

personal experiences, images, places, and everyday details to build richer characters, believable 

worlds, and stories that stick with readers.  

 

• Writing Song Lyrics with Danielle Anderson 

2:30 p.m. - Conclusion: Book Signing with Lauren Blackwood, Brian Young, Jessica Walker, and A.S. King. 

 

More information and registration for LitUp 2026 can be found at mymcpl.org/LitUp. 

### 

Access Your World 

Founded in 1965, Mid-Continent Public Library is the largest library system in the Kansas City metropolitan 

area, operating 34 branches and serving nearly 880,000 people in Jackson, Clay, and Platte Counties. MCPL is 

an award-winning library system that strives to enrich citizens and communities through expanding access to 

innovation, information, ideas, and inspiration. Connect with the Library on Facebook and Instagram. 

https://www.mymcpl.org/features/litup
http://www.mymcpl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mymcpl/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/mcplmo/?hl=en

