INFORMATION & DNEA ON THE FAMILY OF:

REUBEN & RHODA (PECK) CHAPMAN

1/761-1845 1760-1843

Being a colleclion of informalion f{rom Public
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and arranged lo present a coherant view of said
family and their individual relationship. This
has ell been done [or the purpose of preserving,
for Tulure generalions a knowledge ol their pasl.
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Husband's full nam

CHAPMAN

Surname
FAMILY INFORMATION CHART NO.

e Reuben CUAPMAN

Authority/Source of bata:

Marjorie M. Russell

1445 Queen Summit Dr,
West Covina, CA 91791

born on 20 Mch. 1761 at Ashford, Connecticut
married 2] Nov. 1782 at Ashford, Windham County, Conn.
died on 9 Oct. 1845'at Medina County, Ohio

{1983)

Interred at Lodi,

Ohio, Cemetery

Groom's 15t marriage

Records, Census & Other:

. Bied at age of 84 yrs.
GENEALOGICAL HISTORY OF

o0 ron e i -
FHE DESCENDANTS OF JUSEPH

Farmer Baptist

Occupation Religion Military Service
Jonathan GHAPMAN Dorcas CGHURR

His father 1722-1802 Mother's maiden name

Wile's maiden name

bern on

3 Feb.

Rheda PECK

PECK, by lra B. Peck 1868
2. Gives her date of birth
as 3 Feb. 1761, her grave-

1761%at Ashford, Connecticut

stone has 27 Jan. 1760.
3. Is John Peck of Mendon,

died on

7 June 1843 at Medina County, Ohilo

Mass. — Elizabeth Yennson

Interred at Lodi,

Ohio, Cemetery

John PECK3'

Elizabeth DENNISONS:

Bride's 1%% marriage

was of Hampton. pgs. 277-9,

Her father

Mother's maiden name

GChildren:
Salina, Amory, Levi Jack-

son, James M., Infant son,
Samuel T., Lemuel, Lovi
Jackson, Infant son, Eu-

gene L, (10)

Medina County, OH, Records,

Death: Vol., t, pg. 4,

Children:
6 males under age 10 in the

1820 Medina Co., Ohio, cen-

sus, Roll No. 90, pg. 95,

Children:

Eliza Ann, Maryetta, Lydia
Marie, DeWitt Clinton,

Franklin Henry, Emily Jane,

Elbert Hosmer, Milton Wm.,
Elmira Fidelia, Alfred,

L Their Ghildren: |
(1) Name Levi CHAPMAN
born on 18 June 1784 at Ashford, Gonnecticut
died on 8 Jan. 1870 at Medina County, Ohio
married Feb. 1810 at Franklia Gounty, Vermont
to: Lucinda TURNER
A Sy A792 -
(2) Name Triphena CHAPMAN
born on 3 Sept.1786 at Ashford, Connecticut
died on at
married at
to: Amos KINNEY
{3) Name Cyrus CHAPMAN
born on 15 Dec. 1788 at Windsor County, Vermont
died on 3 Oct. 1865 at Fayette County, Iowa
marvried 1 Oct. 1819 at Medina County, Ohio
to: Jerusha Dennison HOSMER
8 Mch. 1801 -

OVER,

Please

Brunson, Orville Weston.{1!l
Medina County, OIl, Records,

(Marriage: Vol. A, pg. 4.

Form B-0189




Children of Reuben ) and khoda (PECK) CHAPMAN
T T Children:
{ 4) Name Arvis §. GHAPMAN Everett, Arvis, & Annie
born on 16 May 1791 at Windsor County, Vermontl K.

died on at

married _21 May 1828 at Medina Gounty, Ohio

to: Lucinda BURR Medina Co., OH, Records,
__________________________________________________________ Marriage: Vol. A, pg. 61.

Children:
( 5) Name Sceva CHAPMAN

bern on 10 Feb. 1793 at Windsor County, Vermont

Wiltard J., Harrison Seeva,
Ozias LE., Arminda B., Mi-

rinda E., Rozella M. & the

died on _23 Jan. 1881 at Medina Gounty, Ohio adopted, Hannah M. Marsh. (6)
married 17 TFeb., 1825 at Medina County, Ohio Medina Co., Oll, Records,
. Death: Vol, t, pg. 52.
to! Azuba MARSI Age B7 yrs. :
7 Oct. 1802 —

{ 6) Name Perrin CHAPMAN

Children: ’

bern on 8 Apr. 1795 at Windsor County, Vermont

Uriel, Robert E., Adaline
E. Flora E., Rulif D. Lucius

died on 23 Feb. 1875 at Medina County, Ohio

H., Wilson B., Everett, &
George 0. (9)

Medina Co., OH, Records,

Death: Vol. L, pg. 26, #1019
Age 84 yrs. Cause, Debility.

married 1820 at Medina County, Ohio
to: Hannah HERSON
{ 7) Name " Clyne CHAPMAN

Children:

born on 22 Apr. 1797 at Windsor County, Vermont

Nathan A., James A., Randson
B., Almon, Eraster 0., Ben-

died on at

jamin F., Dartus, Harrison Bb.,

married 18 Nov. 1818 at Medina County, Ohio

Harrison A., Sarah, & Clyna.{11)
Medina Co., OH, Records,

Marriage: Vol. A, pg. &

by Henry M. Cloge, J.P,

Children:

Elmira M., Allen 0., Soph-
ronia, Rollin C.

to: Anson MARSH

{ B8) Name Leonard CHAPMAN

born on 21 May 1799 at Windsor County, Vermont
died on at

married 1822 at Medina County, Ohio

to: Sally COOK

{ ) Name Ozias CHAPMAN

born on _20 Jan. 1802 at Windsor County, Vermont

died on _18 Aug. 1803 at Windsor County, Vermont

married at

to:

Prepared by Edwd E. Bartletr, 14 Feb? 1990,

Form B-0189
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REUBEN CHAPMAN

Reuben Chapman, third son of Jonathan Chapman, of Connecticut,
was born in that state on March 20, 1761, the Ffamily having been
founded in HNew England in the ecarly colonial epoch. He was rear-
ed to wanhood in Connecticut, and there, on HNovember 21, 1782,
was solemnized his marriage to Miss Rhoda Peck, who likewise was
a native of Connecticut, where she was born on January 27, 1760.

Reuben Chapman moved from his unative state to Vermont and re-
sided for several years at Cavendish, Windsor county, that state.
From that point, on June 20, 1818, in company with his
wife and his sons Cyrus, Sceva, Leonard and Clyne,
for the wilds of the Western Reserve, his equipment for the long
and weary journey comprising a team of horses, two yokes ol oxen
and two wagons. OUne of the wagons was drawn by the horses and
the double ox-team {urnished the motive power for the other wagon.

devoted

o amt Feetls
tie set forth

In the preceding year the three other sons of Reuben Chapman had
come to the Reserve and made their way through to the future home
of the famlly in Medina county. The horse team mentioned arrived
in Harrisville township, this county, some time fu August, 1818,
The entire family party made the trip in company as far as Bulfa-
lo, New York, where the sons Cyrus and Sceva embarked on a

for Cleveland, taking on board with them the ox wagon and
yokes of the two ox teams.

Sioop
the

Two weeks were consumed by this sloop fu making the voyage from
Buffale to Cleveland, as the 1iittie wvessel, after reaching a
point near Cleveland, was driven back by a heavy gale to Erie.
The first steamboat on Lake Erie was nearing completion at Black
Rock, and the two brothers, Cyrus and Sceva, went on hoard the
craft to view its splendors. Today the vessel would be consid-
ered one of the most primitive and insignificaut order. In the
meanwhile the other members of the family had proceeded overland,
driving the ox teams, and had arvived in Cleveland, then a small
village, before the sloop reached its destination at that point.

Leonard Chapman was felt in charge of the oxen, awaiting the ar-
rival of the sloop, and when the same reached Cleveland the
brothers took the old Ridge road, by way of Grafton, for Harris-
ville township, Medina county, They passed the night with a
worthy settler at Grafton, from which point no road had been con-
structed, so that it was necessary to cut through two miles of
roadway to reach the new home {n the midst of the forests of
Harrisvillie township. Sceva Chapman was assigned to the duty of
driving the ox team, while his two brothers, with the aid of the
previously mentioned Grafton man, cut the underbrush and cleared
the way, Sceva Chapman thus had the distinction of being the
first man to drive a team from Grafton to Harvisville.

three

At the time of the arrival of the Chapman family there was only

one family settled in Chatham township -- that of Moses Parsons,
great-grandfather of the wife of him whose name initiates this
article. Reuben Chapman and his family settted on a tract of

heavily timbered land near the present village of Lodi, and here

I of 2




the father and his sturdy sons grappled earnestly with the wilder—
ness, causing the same to yelld rribute to their energy and inde-
fatigable industry, so that in course of time the glant trees of
the forest gave place to productive fields. Reuben Chapman and
his wife passed the residue of their lives on this old homestead
in Harrisville township, and their names merit an enduring place
on the roll of the honored pioneers of the Western Reserve.

They were numbered among the original members of the Baptist

church at Westfield, in which he was a deacon, holding this

position until the close of his long and usefu! life. He died on
October 9, 1845, his devoled wile having been summoned to the life
eternal on June 7, 1B4),

)

This portion from HISTORY OF THE WESTERN RESERVE, Ohto, Vol. 111
pages 1657-8. S

e. e. b.
Feb, 14990
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Source for this map:

HEADS OF FAMILIES 1800 VERMONT Ref.
Published by The Vermont Historical Society 929

Montpelier, Vermont

1938, Un 3
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CAVENDISH TOWN BOOK
Volume One
Begins 12th March 1782,

Page Date of
No. Meeting Extracts from Record pertaining to Reuben Chapman.
5 3 Sept.1782 A List of Freemen of Cavendish Sept. 3d 1782

6 10 Mar. 1789 Reuben Chapman perscnally appeared before the Town Clerk and
took the Freemans QOath.

14 8 Mar. 1791 13th1Y votred and Choose Reuben Chapman & Capt Wyman - fence viewers.
15 " " n 17th1Y yored and Choose Reuben Chapman (w/1l others) Petit Jurors.

BL 13 Mar. 1792 8P yored and Choose Reuben Chapman, Lieut Asa Wheeler and Mr.
Timothy Stone -~ Listers.

15t yored and Choose Reuben Chapman {(w/8 others) Highway Survcyors.*

It5 12 Mar. 1793 Voted and Choose Reuben Chapman, Gameliel Gerald & Junia Parker -
Listers.

133 10 Mar. 1795 Voted and Choose Reuben Chapman — Tything man.
" " " " Voted and Choose LequChapman (w/7 others) Surveyors of highways.

134 AL " Voted that Reuben Chapman, Eliphlet Chapman (w/8 others) supply the
Petit Juror Box the year ensuing.

158 14 Mar., 1797 Voted and Choose Reuben Chapman (w/10 others) Highway Surveyors.

199 2 Mar. 1802 Voted and Choose Eliphlat Chapman, Reuben Chapman (w/8 others) -
Petit Jurors.

202 1 Mar. 1803 {Voted & Choose)} Reuben Chapman (w/11 others) liighway Surveyors.
10 O'clock AM

at the Center
School house. Voted that a committee from Each School District be choosen to lay
out the tax and superintend the work &c.

Voted to Petition for a Land Tax of three cents on the acre.

205 vren " Voted that Reuben Chapman be the Committee for No. 6.
* page 116, Voted that Each Surveyor shall have the power to see that the Roads are kept
passable in the winter season.

e. e. b,

08/16/90
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CAVENDISH TOWN BOOK
Volume Two

1803-1810
Page Date of
No. Meeting Extracts from Record pertaining to Reuben Chapman,
6 May 1808 A Highway Surveyor's report refers to a Road that "“strikes a

line" between Reuben Chapman and Daniel Peck.
3 6 Mar. 1804 Voted & Choose Reuben Chapman {w/10 others) Highway Surveyors,

13 5 Mar. 1805 Choose Reuben Chapman (w/14 others) Highway Surveyors.
10 O'clock AM

17 4 Mar. 1806 Levi Chapman took the Freemans Oath,

| 4 Mar. 1806 Voted & Chovse Reuben Chapman {w/i5 others) liighway Surveyors.

28 st Tuesday, Voted & Choose Reuben Chapman (w/2 others) on a Committee to
{2)8ept. 1806 receive a deed on land From sd proctor. {(Capt. Solomon)

36 3 Mar. 1807 Voted and Choose Reuben Chapman (w/l4 others} Highway Sﬁrveyors.

40 gl " " Voted and Choose Reuben Chapman (w/2 others) as a committee to
Establish the Spot to Set the school house in district No. 2 on
Black River in case the inhabitants do not agree.

46 15t Tuesday, The following Persons gave their votes for Representative to
(1)Sept.1807 the General Assembly. (along with many others)
Jon? Chapman
47 nooon u Reuben Chapman
Roswell Chubb
David Chubb

48 " n " Daniel Peck
John Peck
52 1 Mar. 1808 Voted & Choose Reuben Chapman (w/4 others) Listers.
53 L " Voted & Choose Reuben Chapman (w/13 others} Highway Surveyors.
54 " " 1]

Voted & Choose Reuben Chapman (w/8 others) Grand Jurors.

60 5 Sept.1808 The following Persons gave their votes for Representative to
the General Assembly - viz, {along with many others)
Jon Chapman (Jonathan)
Reuben Chapman
Josiah Kinney

Ot LI " Elipht Chapman
Elipht Chapman, J¥
62 nwooon " Baniel Peck

David Chubb

62 oo H The following Persons gave their votes for Representative to
Congress —~ viz, {(along with many others)
Eiiph% Chapman

63 0w n " Josiah Kenny (sic)
David Chubb
64 " " g Eliphg Chapman, J%
67 2d Monday, The following Persons gave their votes for Represcntative to

(11)Dec. 1808 Congress - viz, ({along with many others)
Jostah Kenny
bavid Chubb
68 AL " Roswell Chubb
Elipht Chapman
John Peck
64 " " " Reuben Chapman
Page 1 of 2




Page Date of
No. Heeting
H 7 Mar. 1809
Th n " "
76 6 June 1809
c. b.
08/17/90

CAVENDLSH TOWN BOOK
Volume two

cont inued

Extracts from Record pertaining to Reuben Chapman.
Voted and Choose Reuben Chapman (w/14 others) Highway Surveyors.
Voted and Choose Reuben Chapman (w/7 others) Grand Jurors.

A List of Persons equipted according to Law. { among several
others was the following named)

Cyrus Chapman

Elijali Chapman

Fielder Chapman

Roswell Chubb

Page 2 of 2.
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CAVENDISH TOWN BOOK
Volume Three
1812-1825

Extracts from Record pertaining to Reuben Chapman.
Chose Reuben Chapman (w/13 others) Highway Surveyors.
Chose Reuben Chapman (w/11 others) Petit Jurors.
Voted and Chose Reuben Chapman (w/14 others) Surveyors of Highways.

Voted and Chose Reuben Chapman (w/1l others) to be Petit Jurors for
the ensuing year.

Notice and Warning of a Town Meeting - to act on the following Ar-
ticles, to wit,

4, To see if the Town will receive several of the inhabitants of
Reading into the district where Reuben Chapman lives, and also to
see if the Town will make any Alterations in the School district
on the Twenty mile stream. ' o :

Voted and Chose Reuben Chapman (w/14 others) Surveyors of Highways;

Voted and Chose Reuben Chapman (w/11 others) to be drawn as Petit
Jurors for the ensuing year.

Voted that the names of the following Persons be put in the Jury
box to be drawn as Petit Jurors the ensuing year, to wit,
Reuben Chapman (w/11 others)

Voted and Chose Reuben Chapman {(w/1%4 others) Surveyors of Highways,

Voted the names of the following Persons be put into the Jury box
to be drawn as Petit Jurors for the year ensuing, viz -
Reuben Chapman (w/ 11 others)

Voted and Chose Reuben Chapman {(w/10 others) Petty Jurors (sic)

Voted and Chose Reuben Chapman (w/10 others) as "Persons to noti-
fy the Select men of any Persons moving into their several Disgt-
ricts who are not Town Inhabitants.
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MINOR' CIVIL DIVISIONS

The primary divisions of the counties in Vermont are the towns and cities, except
in the more sparsely settled areas, where there are several unorganized townships and
divisions kmown as “grants” and “gores,” some of which have little or no population. The

incorporated villages form secondary subdivisions of the minor civil divisions in which
they are located.

MUNICIPALITIES

Municipal govemments in Vermont are the cities and incorporated villages, The
cities exist outside the area of any town and operate under charters granted by the

legistature. The incorporated villages, authorized by general law, are located within town
areas.

[ 665 )
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THE CHILDREN OF REUBEN & RIOBA (PECK) CHAPMAN

Levi, ....,.. born 1784 in Connecticut )

Atvis, .o born 1790 in Vermont ... ) came to Medina County, Ohio, In 1817,

Perrin, ..... born [79% in Vermont ... )

Cyrus, ...... born 1788 in Vermont ...
Sceva, ... born 1793 in Vermont ...

Clyne {dau.), born 1797 in Vermont came to Medina County, Ohio, in 1818

Leonard, .... born 1799 in Vermont with Reuben & Rhoda.

Ozias, ...... born 1802 in Vermont

Triphena, ... born 1786 in Connecticut )} married Amos Kinney in Vermont, who is
recorded in the 1820 Medina Co.,Census.

¢, ¢, b,
02/11/91
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Reuben Chapman Family
1820 in Medina Co., Ohio.

Reuben, age 59
Rhoda Peck, age 60

Levi, age 36

Lucinda Turner, married 1810

Amos Kinney, age
Triphena Chapwman, age 34

Cyrus, age 32

Jerusha Hosmer, marvied 1819

Arvis §., ape 29
Lucinda Burr, warried 1828

Sceva, age 27
Azuba Marsh, married 1825

Perrin, age 25
Hannah Herson, married 1820

Anson Marsh, age

Clyne Chapman, age 23, married 1818

Leonard, age 21
Saltly Cook, married 1822

Census
Head of Family

1. Reuben Chapman 16-26
26--45

45 & Over
2. Levi Chapman to {0
26-45
3. Amos Kinney to 10
to 45
4.  Cyrus Chapman 16-26
26-45
8. Anson Marsh to 10
16-26

L
-

(W]

5. |

9.

Enumeration

It

Males

1
1
1

— o

Leonard
Arvis or Sc
Reuben

Amory, Levi
& James M.
Levi

Ames Kinney

Perrin
Sceva or Ar
& Cyrus

Nathan A.
Anson Marsh

Total number of persons enumerated = 26,

Edwd E. Bartlert
08 Febl 1990,

Reuben Chapman
Rheda

Levi Chapman
Lucinda

Amos Kinney
Triphena

Cyrus Chapman
Jerusha

Arvis 8. Chapman
Sceva Chapman
Perrin Chapman
Anson Marsh

Clyne

Leonard Chapman

Females

eva
45 & Qver =

Rhoda

Jay, to 10 = 1 Salina
26-45 = 1 Lucinda
to 45 = 1 Triphena
to 10 = 1 Eliza Ann

vis
to 26 = 1 Jerusha
to 26 =1 Ciyne




REUBEN GUAPMAN

was a native of Counecticut, born Marech 20, 1761. On the 21st day of
November, 1782, he became the husband of Rhoda Peck, also
Connecticut, born January 27, 1760.

The following account of their emigration westward ecxhibits some of
the phases of pioneer life at that day. Mr. Chapman with his family,
consisting of his wife Rhoda, and lits children Cyrus, Sceva, Leonard, and
GClyne (his sons Levi, Arvis, and Perrin having preceded them the year
before), started from Cavendish, Windsor County, Vermont, — where they
had spent some years, — oun the 20th of June, 1818, with two wagons, one
drawn by a span of horses and the other by two yoke of cattle; they
also drove a cow. The horse-team got through to Harrisville Township,
Medina County, Ohio, some time 1in August. The ox-team arrived about

a native of

two weeks later, which was ecarly in September. They came in company
to Buffalo, where OCyrus and Sceva went aboard a sloop for Cleveland,
taking with them the ox-wagon and yokes. The sloop was two weeks

running from Buffalo to Cleveland, being driven back by a pale from near
Cleveland to Erie. o

The First steamboat on Lake Erie was about dompleted at Black Rock,
and Cyrus and Sceva went on board vo view it. When the oxen, having
gone by laund, reached Cleveland, the  sloop had not yet arrived, and
Leonard was left in charge of the Oxen awaiting the arrival of the sloop.
When the vessel came, the three brothers took the ridge road, by way
of Grafton, for Harrisville. They passed the night with a man in Graf-
ton. There now remained two miles of road not yet cut through, and
Sceva drove the team while his two brothers, assisted by the Grafton
man  just mentioned, cut the underbrush and cleared the way. Sceva
thus became the first man who drove a team from Grafton to Harrisville.
The cow they brought along more than paid her own expenses, besides
furnishing milk for the family. There was only one family in Chatham
Township at this time.

Mr. Chapman settled upon a farm near the present village of Lodi, and
upon this spot he passed the rest of his life. He and his wife were among
the first members of the Baptist Church of Westfield, and he was Deacon
of the same. lle possessed a great versatility of talent and a natural in—
pgenuity that ecnabled him to turn his hand to anything in the department
of mechanics. lle was also an excellent singer, and taught singing-school
for quite a number of years. Mrs. Chapman died June 7, 1843, aged
cighty-three years; Mr. C., on October 9, 1845, aged eighty-four.

SCEVA CHAPMAN, Harrisville,

was  born in Windsor County, Vermont, February 10, 1793, In 1818, as
before stated, he came West, and located in larrisville. ltis educational
advantages were very limited, three months of school being all that he
ever had after he had learned to read.

On  February 17, 1825, he married Azuba Marsh, of Ashland County.
Miss Marsh was born October 7, 1802, in Windham County, Vermont.
ller father's family was the third that settled in Medina Township, Medina
County.

Mr. Chapman has held a number of township offices, among them that
of Treasurer for some twelve yearsj;also that of Trustee for several years,
and of School Director for several terms. Mrs. C. has been a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church for half a century. She is in her seventy-
second year,and is quite vigorous for her age. The children of the family
were as follows: Williard J., who died in infancy; larrison S., of Lodi;
Ozias E., of Bureau County, Illinois; Arminda E., of Lodi; Marinda E.

(deceased); Rozella M., now Mrs. E. G. ‘Topping, of llarvey County,
Kansas.




HARRISON SCEVA CHAPMAN, Harrisville,

second son of Sceva, was born in ltarrisville, July 26, 1830. The common
school advantages were all that he ever enjoyed. On August 20, 1860,
he married Jane Gilley, of Harrisville. Miss G. was third daughter of
Andrew and Catherine Gilley.

Mr. Chapman has been School Director Ffor some nine years, and most
of the time Clerk of the District. He has also served as Townshilp Erustee.
Bothh he and his wife have been for twenty-two years pashk active members
of the Congregational Church of Lodi, in which he has held for some
twenty years the positions of Clerk and of Deacon. The family comprises
one daughter, Angie Lena, born March 24, 1862, and one son, Chesley
Gilley, born .luly 10, 1867. Mr. Chapman resides near Lodi, on the pa-
ternal acres formerly owned by his grandfather.
page 206, COMBINATION ATLAS MAP OF MEDINA COUNTY, OHIO
by L. ti. Everts 1874
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had beon set for that very night,and no one on
hand to perform the ceremony ; but Mr. Rogers,
true to his purpose, pushed on east to Norton,
to Eesquire Van Helnans; but this gentleman
was out on a deer hunt, and did nobt return
until night, when ho informed Mr, Rogers that
he could not go with him, This, to most men,
would have been a settler; not so to Mr.
Rogers. These reverses and backsets only stim-
ulated his zeal the more, for, on learning that
there was a Justice of the Peaco in Coventry,
he fortliwith went there and engaged the serv-
ices of an Esquire Heathman, and the two
together arrived at Hnrrisville the next day
after the wedding should bave been, However,
the affair was closed up that evening. This was
the first wedding in Medina County, Other
feativities and excltement of a genernl kind, at
this time, were wolf-hunts, for the purposs of
destroying and driving out these troublesoms
beasts,

There lived, during the years from 1830 to
about 1839, an old and strange character near
the Harrlsville settlement. Nobody knew
whither he had come; and, when be, in the iat-
ter year, disappeared, it remoined unknown
whero he had gone. He was known to the set-
tlers ag " Old Cherryman,” and was supposed
to be a half-breed, as traits of Caucasian and
Indian blood mingled in his fentures. Ile in-
habited one of the littlo enbing, back in the
woods, that had been abandoned by ts builder.
He wore a poir of buckskin trousers, and
A cleak made out of wolfskin; on his head
he wore a squirrel cap, and his feet were
clothed in leather mocensing, His hair hung
in long strings over his shoulders, and his sat-
low, brown-colored, penked face was covered
with a grizzly beard. His sole compsnion in
the woods, and at his lodgment were two rifies,
which he invariably carried about with him on
his tramps. When he spotted any game, he
would drop one of his guns. He was taciturn
and uncommunicative, and would talk with no

person more than the. disposal of his slaugh.
tered gamo, and the buying of ammunition, re-
quired, Ono of hig wnys to track tha desr and
bring them within reach of his rifle was to
statt with a burning hlckory torel and burn a
lino of tho dry leaves and grass through the
woods for a considerable distance, "This some-
times caused great snnoyance and trouble to

the farmers, as, in many instances, the fire .

would extend, and, quite often, burn down tim-
ber. 'Che deer would approach the five line,
but would be nfrakl to oross it, and pass along
Ha entiro length, while the old hunter would
post himself at some convenient spot, and kill
the deer as thoy passed along. ‘Tle farmers of
the neighborhood fually made efforts to have
him stop this practice, ns they ferred that great
injury ‘might be done to their property by tho
fire. He stolidly listened to the remonstrances,
and made no reply. He suddenly disappeared,
and waa never seen again in the lovality.

The' first symptom of political organization
manifested ttself in 1816, when an © Ear-mark "
and Estray Recorder was appointed, Alvin
Lioomis being the person who was endowec with
this function. This was unguestionably the
firstoflleo held by any person in Medina County,
This is the direct antecedont of the much-ma.-
ligned *pound-keeper” of to-day. It was an
outgrowth of necesally at that time. ‘There
were no fences, and the cattle ran at large. 'fo
distinguish the ownership of the cattle and

_sheep and hogs, n distinct and separate ear-

mark by every owner of stock in the colony,
waa required, and the mark properly ve-
corded in a Look kept by the * Ear-mark”
Clerk. The frst entry in the book reads ag
followa:  * Harrisville Township, Portage
County, State of Obio, April 16, 1816,—This
day Joseph Harrly entered his ear-mark for his
eattle, sheep and hogs, which is as follows: A
helf-penny on the under side of the left ear”
Then follows Timothy Burr, whose mark is #a
swallow tail in the end of the right ear” Rus-
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sell Burr, “a squdre crop off the right ear.”
Five more were recorded in this year; two in
1817; one in 1818. Then follow records ovory
yearup to the year 1865. A complete political
orgnnization of the township was effected in
April, 1817, sud the now township then included
all tho territory which now belongs to the town-
ships of Tarrisvillo, Westfleld, Ln Fnyotte,
Chatham, Spencer, Huntington, Rochester, T'roy,
Sullivan and Homer, Twenty-nine votes wero
cast at the election held for township oflicers on
October 6, 1877, n$ thelittle schoolhouse erected
In the spring of that yeat. The poll sheet of
thig election has been lost, but the following
wore eleoted as township ofllcers for the ensu:
ing year: Joseph Harris, Loammi Holcomb
aud Isarc Catlin, Trustees ; Isaae Catlin, Jus-
tice of the Peace; and Tlmothy Burr, Town-
ship Clerk. The first is a list of the taxable
property of Harrisville Township, made out by
Willey Hamilton in the spriug of 1819, There
ate eighty-one names listed, and their personal
property comprises 49 horscs and 211 nent cat-
tle. Thig included torritory north, east and
west, other than what constitutes Harriaville
‘Township to-day, although at that time it ail
came within its political boundaries. The next
election ocourred in Harrisville on the 12th
day of October, 1819, at which time, State,
county and townskip oflicere were voted for by
the Harrisville people. ‘I'birty-nine votes were
cast ab this election. At one of the township
elections in the early years, forty-seven candi-
dates wero voled for, though there wero but
thirty-one votes cast. This ineluded all the
tifferent township offices, siich as Rond Supor-
visor, Overaeer of the Poor, Fence Qverseer
and * Bar-mark” Recorder. Some ol the can-
didates had the honor of receiving ballots for
four and five different otlices. From this, it may
be inferred that there was rs .much strife for
office among our forefathers ns there is among
the politicians of to-day. This is again welt
fllustrated at a special election held on July 3

,Slection, the first Presideulialr hqld in IInrris-
vitle lownshlp _were Aaron Loomis, Reuben

followlug, to elect two Justices of the Pence.
Twenty-nine votes were deposited, and they
were divided among eleven candidates, as fol-
lows: Waynewright De Witt, 23: Leonard
Chapman, 24 ; Elijah De Witt, 2 ; James Rog-
crg, 2; Williaw' Burr, 1; Amos Witter, 1; Jo-
seph Harris, 1; Jonathan Fitts, 1; Lomer
Grifia, I'; Carolus "uttle, 1; and Ehenezer
Hartis, 1. 'Ilo names of tho volers ab this

Chapmen, Arvis 8. L,lmpmm}, Joseph Hams

James Rogers, Seeva Chapman, Cyrus (}hnp

mag, Loammi Holcomb, Carolus Tuttle, Timo-

thy Burr and Levi Chapman. Ab the next
spring election, forty-seven votes were polled.
This increased, at the election on April 7, 1828,
to fifty-slx. During the fall of that year, the
people of Harrisville were thoroughly aroused
In the Presidential canvass that was being
waged between Andrew Jacksen (Dewocrat)
and John Q. Adams (Nntional Republican),
Sixty-five citizens came out that day for the
Adnms Lleotors, and one solitary vote hud been
cast for Andrew Jackson. Then indignation
arose. Who could have been the traitor in
tholr midst, who had preswmed to vote for An--
drew Jackson and the Democratic ticket?
When it was suggested by Waynewright De
Witt that the wan who had presumed to vote
the Democratic ticket should ba rewnrded hy a
free ride on a rail, and the scorn of the entire
colony, Josinh Perking arose aud defiautly do.
ciared that he had been.the maw; and intimated
to the suggestor of the [ree ride that he was
ready, right then und there, to sustain the vir-
tue of o free ballot with a little more foreible
argument than mere words, But it did not go
further than swords, and the political excitemont
goon subsided, and pleasaut good feeling was
restored. At the Presidential elestion held on
November 2, 1832, 86 voles were cast. The
Henry Olay Bieetors (Whig) received 465 votes,
and the Andrew Jackson Eleotors' (Demoorat)
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hood days. 1IIis father was a sort of farmer,
and the boy's life passed slong as' farmers'
boye' lives usuatly do. "T'he first event in the
lifo of Lomer Griflln, of which we have any in.

formation aud record, is his marringe to Miss

(}!mrit}' Mmre' which oce

teh oconvred April 15, 1797,
from which unfon there were seven children,
namely, Parley, Willis, Ralzimond, Andrew,
Thomas, Lydia and Harlow, of whom three,
settled in Harrlaville Township, are still alive.
Another event which lins lately been brought
promiuently before the public, s, in some re-
spects, proving his age, wns his enlistment in
tho Connecticut militia company comumunnded
by one Capt. Moses Heyden, in August, 1813,
and serving until October of thosame year. On
the strength of this enlistment, he, 1n the yenr
1860, made an application to the Government for
bouaty land, which stands recorded in the Pen-
gion Offlce at Washington, and was recently
brought to light by another application made
by Mr. Griffin last spring for the same service
in the milltia eompany, under nn act of (on
gress passed lnst winter, giving a pension to
soldiers of 1812, Mr. Grifin’s application was
at once wade special, on ncoonut of the extreme
ageof the applicant, and his claim was granted,
He has been drawing n pension since lnst spring,
aud was the oldest pensioner on the list in the
Government oflices. In the beginning of the
year 1818, early in the month of January, Lo-
mer Griflin, who had by that time become the
proud and happy father of five children, col-
teoted his family trensures about him, loaded a
large box on bob-sled runners, drawn by a pair
of oxen, and moved out West. During the
Iatter part of March, be arrived in Harrisville
Township, and at once went to work and put
up a rude log cabin on a part of the Huarris
farm, two miles north of Lodi, which is now
known na the Hoag farm, The rest of this
man's life is given in the history of the town.
ship in which he lived to the day of his denth,
taking o lively interest in its affnirs, During

the last five years of his lifo, he beonme a
celebrity, talked about the world over as tha
American Centenarian,”

Jereminh Higbee, for a number of yesrs n
resident in Lodi, during tho oarlier existence of
the Harrisvillo Settiement, cxerted a command-
ing and wide-felt influence in its business and
civil affairs. e was a man deeply tatorested
in the soclal and religious movements that were
propagated during bialife in Lodi, e remoyed
to Cloveland in 1858, and thero beonmno the
founder of one of tho most prosperous business
establishments in that city. e died in the
fall of 1878,

An actlve part was played by several of the
Harrigville people In the anti-slavery move-
ments in the North, during the two decades pre-
ceding the war of the Rebellion, Quite promi-
nent in this matter, stood Uncle Timothy Burr,
who then lived in the large brick buildiog weat
of the village of Lodi, and now occupied by Mk,
FE, W, Mions, Ho, with a number of his neigh-
bors, wus In accord with the sentiments of
the Abolition party that was manifesting it-
solf throughout the North; and they together
made their best ondeavors to help the cause.
The Burr Ilouse, near Lodi, became n famous
station on the “underground railrond,” on
which the fugitive slaves who had escaped
thelr masters in the South, were trangported
during the night to places of safety in the North-
ern States and Canada.  Numbers of the col-
ored people, who had left their shaokles of bond-
age in the South, came to the Burr House and
there found shelter, protection and food. Often-
times there were ton and fiftcen negroos seeroted
in the house, aud soma of them remained (or
days. DMost of them traveled {from there on to
Oberlin and other points of safety. Laurn, the
wife of Mr. Burr, aud Rachel Norton, & young
girl who then lived with them, and is now the
wife of B, W, Minns, nobly nssisted in giving
succor to the fleeing slaves,

The industrial and commoreial life of Harris.
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_bization. " As a stripling boy of sixteen or
cighteen years, James Redflold opened up a
trafllo in wolf hides, and, by his shrewd energy
and industry, earned a good many dollava
through the reward given by the State of Ohic
for wolves killed, It is said that ina perfod of
several yenrs, he killed ag many ns 125 of thess
beasts. He eaptured nud killed them in a 5y8-
tematio, business-like manner, At one time, he
traveled toa settlement some twenty miles dis-
tant, in Wayne County, and bought an old, de-

lele Township _commenced with its first colo-

erepit horseof which he had henrd, for 82. He

brought the horse back to Harrisville and led i
out into the thick woods snd shot it. He set
hls traps on the dead carenss, and, in a short
time, captured ag mnny as jiftten wolves.
Asido from the capturing aud killiug of wolyes,
the young pioneer early davoled his attention

to other iuudﬁ“s‘fgﬁﬁrpursuqi&. Among théﬁlgi
was the establishment of nn ashery for the pro-
duction of ¥Black salis,” Ths he enrried
Elyria and exchauged for metchandise, which
bie disposed of to ndvantage in the home settle-

ment. e was soon Joined in the enterprise by

Reuben Chapman, forming, in 1_§2_{j,_ami}art_!'gg-£-

ship, and opening up o smuii?ﬁllage store.

" Another store, with an assortiment of general
merchandise, wns opened In the year 1828 in
tho center of the village, by Bavker & Siza. A
fow years later, another country store was added
to the business world of the iawisville settle-
ment, by Archibald Miles and Oharles I, Dem-
ing. This made three stores, and the country
trade naturally drifted into the setttement, The
store buildings were smnil, sud the stock of
goods rather limited, yet sullleiently large for
the hmmediate wants of the early settlers.

The immedinto interests of the people of the
township are agriculiural, The desire of the
Ameriean farmer is to excel. This is mani-
fested in agricultural fairs held all over this
broad land. Harrisviile had its fair at an early
day. The first exhibitionof farm produets and

stock was quite limited, and conducted in an
informal way. A fow head of farm nuimals
were shown ou the green, aud products were
oxhibited in tho village tavern. This ocourred
for two or three seasons, nnd some years after
an ageleuitural soclety entitled the Harrisyille
Agricultural Soclety, was organized in the sum-
mer of 1359. The following were chosen a board
of ofllcers, at the firat menting.pf the society,
held on the 16thof September of the same yeor:
E. IL. Sibley, President ; H, Seldors, Tredsurer ;
N. Harrls; Seoretary ; and Lyman Mihills, Dyer
Strong, T\ G. Loomis, H, Selders and Isnnc
Rogers as Board of Trustees. The firat fair
was held on the Redfield farm one-haif mile
east of Lodi, on October 26 and 26, of 1859, It
was a grand success for the flrat exhibition,
‘I'wo more fairs were held in the following years,
-—the last being a complete failure on account
of the inclemoncy of the weather, The society
then died out, and the leading farmers of the
towoship have joined the County Agrieultural
Society of Medinn,

Harrisville wns established ag o post ollice
in 1834, The first mail line was run by James
Redileld, who Lad n Government contract to
carry the United States mnils trom Wooster to
Elyrta, by way of Harrlsville, Spencer, Penn-
field and Turner’s Mills, The wail was carried
twice a week, There i3 no anthentic record
to show when and at whose suggestion the
name of the post oflice was changed to Lodi,
There is now a tri-weekly mail pnssing from
Burbank, on the N. Y., . & O, R, ., to Bel-
den, on the 0, T\, V. & W. . R,

The population statistics of the township
since Hts earliest settlement, ave slightly sug-
gestive of tho different changes that have
passed over It since its oivil existence. In
1818, at an enumeration taken by the State of
Obio, the population numbered 231, This
number rapidly augmented, until, by 1850, the
United States census returns exhibited a total
popuintion of 1477 persons. In 1860, this.
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Ing, and for several years after that, Mr, Tim-
othy desnlt instruction in the radimentary
branches of learning to the fow children, num-
berlug from four to eight at a time,

A fow years later than this, another sohool-
house was put up by the few settiers in the
western part of the township, on the site
where now one of the churches at Cherry Cor-
ners stands, Miss IHarrict Hosford taught
there & fow terms, and also a Mr, George Me.
Quay. _A division of the township in_sehool

districty was made on the_ 10th of October,

1827, with the following boundaries, s glven

in the original ordinance mado by the Township

Lrustees :

Commenciog on the south line of the townahip, st the
southeaat corner of Lot No. 158, running from hence
north on lot Hne, to the north corner of Lot 96; from
thence wesi, on the line of the lots, to the West Branch
of Black River; from thencs northwardly, following
anid stream, to the outer road running east and west;
from thence wesl, lo the west line of the township,
Atl that soid part of sald Township west and south of
thal line, shall constitute Distriet No. 2. Distriot No. 3,
bounded by Distriot No. 2 on the west, and & line run-
ning from the northeast corner of Lot 96, running east
to the south, to the southeast corner of Lot 87 from
thenco notth, to the northeast corner of Lot 68; from
thenee easl, to the east Hno of sald townshlp ; said dia-
triot shalt includeall that part of the Towoship south
and east of the said line nol ineluded in District No. 2,
Dlstriet No, 1 Lo contain sl that part of the Township
nol included in the other two districts. The following

are the names of ali the househelders in District Ho. 1;

Seth Lewis, Miohael Loomis, Alvin Loomis, Juslus
Burr, Carolus Tutlls, John Jagon, Jr., Nedebiah (s,
John B. Utter, Charles Lewis, Lomer Grifin, Willis
Griffin, Anson Loumis, Jaines ltogers, Amos Kinney,
Timoihy Burr, Josoph Harrls, Thomas BDunbar, EH
Utler, Michael Stmeox, Cyrus Chapmnen, Henry K, Jo-
\ine, Asher Loomis, Ita Kingsby, Elijah Do Witt, Isaac
Cnllin, Diodems Birge, John Jason, Moses Patsena,
Raltemond Qriffin, Parley F. Qriflin, Richard West and
Petrin Chapman, District No. 2.—Loammi Holeomb,
Reuben Harrington, Daniet Delevan, Timothy Munson,
Joslah Perkins, John Munsor, Nathanlel Rogera, Leon-
ard Chapman, Samuel . Munson, David Sausman, Roger
Phelps, William Rogers, Pores Rogers, Anson Marsh,

Janathas Filts and Thomas Ilolcomb, _Diatrict No, 3—
Thomas Russéil, Rusacll Burr, Websler Holcomb, Jors.
miah £}, Elijah Bishop, Levi Chapman, Warren Jobn-

son, Soeva Chapman, Orange Stoddart, Reubsn Chap-

man, [sane Rogers, Ebonezer Harris, William Buri-:

Ozorge Burr aud Celina Young,

We, the undersigned, Trustees of Inrrisrille Town-
ship, certify the abova to be n trug desaription of gchool
distriots in 2ald township, 83 lakd off by us, and also
n correal 1lst of houssholdors in each distriel,

JAMES Rogrgs,
Jowatiau Firrs,
Trusiees,

Atlesiod:
Axsoxn Loomis, Glerk,

An enumeration taken on the 4th of Junu-
ary, 1830, of the householders fu the difterent
school districts fn the township showed cighty-
one householders and one hundred and thir-
teen children between the ages of four and
eighteen. Another subdivision of school dis-
tricts was made on the 16th of May, 1835, add-
ing two more and making five school districts,
Two more districts were created by the town-
ship trustees, on the 15th of May, 1837, and on
the 9tk of October in the same year, Alvin
Loomis, Joseph W, Rockwell and 0. 8. Kluney
were appointed Directors of Sohoot District No.
L. An caumeration of the youth between the
ages of four and twenly, in the soveral school
distriots in the township, taken on the 20th
of October, 1838, showed 203 males, 253 fo-
males and & total of 606, 'T'his number had in-
creased in 1840 fo & totdl of 538, and {n 1845
to 638. In 1856, the number of youth had de-
creased to o total of 484, and in 1860 there
were only 447 children bebween the ages of four
and twenty years In Harrisviile Township.
Twenty years later, in the fafl of 1880, the total
number of school children between the ages of
six and twenty-one, in the entire township, in-
cluding the speeinl achool district of Lodi, was
482, being, strange as it may seem, just 166
less than were enwmerated in 1845,

By virtue of an net pnssed by the Olio Leg-
fstature on April 9, 1867, a speeinl schoo! dis-
trict was created fn the winter of 1868, embrac-
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