INFORMATLION & DA'TA ON THE FAMILY OF:

WESLEY J. & 1. JERUSHA E. (WARD) PARK
1833-1914 1836-1905

Being a collection of information [rom Public
records, biographies, histories and family sources,
and arranged to present a coherant view of said
family  and _thelr  individual relationship, This
has all been done for the purpese of preserving,
for future generalions a knowledge of their past.

. Date 24 May 1986
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PARK

Surname
FAMILY INFORMATION CHART NO.

Husband's full name Wesley J. PARK

Authority/Source of Data:

HISTORY OF GREENE & JERSEY
COUNTIES, TLLINOIS, Pub.

1885, page 160.

born on 19 Nov. 1833 at Luray, Licking County, Ohio
married 4 Jan. 1855 at Crawford County, Illinois
died on 18 Jan. 1914 at Jersey County, Illinois

Interred at Oak Grove Cemetery Groom's 15t marriage

Records, Census & Other:
1860 Census, Crawford Co.,

Physician 79th 111inois Vol. Inf.
Occupatien Religion Military Service
Samuel PARK Lethe A. BELT

1llinois. 1870, 1880,
1900 & 1910 Census, Jersey

His father Mother's maiden name

Wife's maiden name Jerusha Elvira WARD

County, Illinois.

born on 22 Nov. 1836 at Lickimg County, Ohio

died on 7 Oct. 1905 at Fieldon, Jersey Co., Illinois

Interred at Fieldon Gemetery

Elizabeth DEWEESE

Bride's 1St marriage

Jonas WARD

Her father 1790-1873 Mother's maiden name 1796-1872

Abodes & removals: Came from Licking Gounty, Ohio, at age 1
where his parents had previously moved. ¥From there he came
in December of 1865,

3 to Clark County,Illinois,
to Jersey County, Illinois,

12 Their Children: 1 Additional Information: _
Their child:-
(1) Name Arthur F. PARK Viola Lenore Park
born on Oct. 1857 at Crawford County, Iliinois b. 10 Feb. %891’ Jersey Co.
died on 1938 at Arthur was a fisherman and
married 2 Apr. 1890 at Jersey Gounty, Tllinois a hunter much of the time.
to: Serphine C. CARPUNKY
oo ___8ept.1867 - 30 July 1921 MR Book B, Lic. No. 1640.
Their children:
(2) Name George Cummings PARK Bernice E., 4 May 1896
Edna R. 21 Nov. 1899
born 0J 1 i ?
on 3 une 1861 at Crawford County, Illinois George W., 12 Feb. 1903
died on 27 Oct. 1940 at Jersey County, Illinois Arthur §., 20 Nov. 1905
. Irene E. 19 Oct. 1909
a d s s
marrie 2 June 1887 at Jersey GCounty, Illinois All were born in Jersey
to: Rachel HAMMEL County, 1llinois.
b 17 Dec. 1867 — 5 Jume 1947 | .
Their child:
{3) Name Frederick Wesley PARK Ward F. Park
born on 22 Oct. 1866 at Fieldon, Jersey Co.,Illinoiss b July 1897, Jersey Co.
P Amanda (DAYTON)} PARK
died on 7 M Lt F inoi
ay 1909 at Fieldon, Illineis d. 14 Dec. 1897, Jersey Co.
married See wife. at
to: iS5t Amanda DAYTON, 27 May 1895
oot _________2nd srella GOOMBS, 7 Oct. 1901 | ____

Prepared by Edwd E. Bartlett, 24 May 1986, Revised 05 Aug. 1

991. Form B-0189
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The Fieldon bank robbery

(Editor's note: The following ar-
{icle is the first in a three-part series
.which will conclude Jan, 25, It was
written by Carl W. Brlhan for "Real
West” magazlne. A weslern historian
who lives In §t. Louis, Breihan has
written 14 hardcover and three
paperback hbooks, and most of his
research has been about the famous
outlaw Jesse James.} .

About two o'clock on Oct. 19, 1881,
two men, supposedly C. H. Clay and J.
Burruss, entered Wesley Park's Bank
‘at- Fleldon, I, and found Mr. Park
alone in the building. They placed two
heavy Navy revolvers to his head and
compelled him to open his safe, {rom
which they took about $3,500 in gold and

r money.
papeA!’ter robbing the bank they
mounted their horses and rode away,
but as they passed the bank Mr. Park
fired at them, killing one horse. The
other man rode back and ook his
partner on with him, and after firing
two shots at Mr, Park, they rode toward
Macoupin Creek,

Pursuit parties failed to catch up
with the two robbers. They had been
seen around Fieldon ever since Sheriff
Lammy was killed, and were regarded

as suspicious characters. They came to )

Jerseyville on Monday of the previous
week and remained there for three
days. During that time it is said one of
them married & girl named Smith, with
Rev, Cockretl officiating. -

Both men were of dark complexion,
dark hair, wore dark mustaches, and
were about five feet nine or ten inches
tall, weighing about 170 pounds. Mr.

* Park's son arrived scon after the
robbery and wired the news to all
important points in the county.

Mr. Park gathored a possc and

went in pursuit, Sheriff Massey al
* Jerseyville got a posse together and left
for Fictdon, It was also reported that
after leaving the bank the robbers
stopped Mr. Turner, the butcher, and

Lok his horse and $30 In money.
1t was later learned that on Sepl. 14

these two men came to Jerseyville with
two young women, and cne of these,
named Lizzie Smith, was marriedto the
smaller man, who gave his name lo
Counly Clerk Eads as C. H. Clay, age
26, On Oct., 10 they came again to
Jerseyville with two horses and a
spring wagon; the latler they tricd to
sell bul (ailed.

They remained in Jerseyvile until
Oct, 12, when they went to Fieldon and
sold the wagon to John Kraus for $10. At
Fieldon they visited Anthony Rec-
cappee’s harness shop and had him
make a pistol holster wilh strips lo go
over the shoutder, as they each had two
large Navy revolvers. .

After the men sold the wagon to Mr.,
Kraus, they .bought two saddles and

* bridles, and had the harness maker

fashion them a sack similar o a
soldier’s havrsack, with straps to g0
over {he shoulders. It was also noted
that for several weeks the two men had
been practicing with their revolvers
and rifles at targels, and laler several
tin cans were found in the woods,
perforated with bullets - ample
evidence of their keen marksmanship.

" Dr, Park's
the robbery read as follows: |

“On Wednesday, Oct. 19, about two
o'clock p.m., I was alonie in the bank
writing at my desk. It being business
hours the safe was open, While busy at
my books I heard someone enter the
front pari of the building, which Is a
drug store adjoining the bank room.
Supposing it was customrs, [ walked
into the room to wail on them,

I found one of the men there who
asked me 1o prepare some medicine for
him and that he would call for it in a few
minules. He then went out, but in a
momext he relurned, His pariner was
outside at the horse ruck, bul 1 did not
kiow it at the time, When (he [irst party
went oul lie spoke to his partner, 1
suppose, telling him that 1 was alone,
and for him to go Into the bank from the
slreel door which he did. '

“When the first perly came back

ement concérning

into the store he handed me a bill and
asked for change. 1 look the bill and
passed into the bank. As I stepped into
the bank room the second parly
presented a cocked revolver at my
breast, and the one following me at the
side of my head. They told me to opeh
the sale.

“One of them took my walch, I
replied that it was atready open. 1 then
went behind my desk close to the safe,
and while one of them kept his revolver
pressed against my temple, the other
kept his held in his right hand pressed
to my breast, while he emptied the safe
wilh his left hand, pulting the money
into a haversack hung at his side, they
neither of them for one instant faking
thelr weapons from against my heail
and breast during the robbery,

“After rifling the $afe they looke:l
around for something to tie me with, 1
told them that was unnecessary, and
one of the parties then took down the
telephone and telegraph wire In the
bank, and said to the parly holding his
revolver against my forehead o keep
me covered until he could get his horse,

*“The one having the money then
went out, got on his horse and rode i

‘front of the bank door and levelled his

revolver on me, while the other backer}
out the door, stilt keeping me covered.
. “Agsoon as both wera mounted an
had moved away from the door, I selzett
an old revolvr which had escaped their
observation and ran to the front door of
the storeroom, where I knew they
would have to pass. When they got to
the front of the building one started east
and one west,

“[ threw the door open Just as the
parly going east was passing, the one
with the money. As 1opened the door he
1ald down on his horse’s neck and witll

. his right hand holding his revblver fired

at me, the shot striking the ironsili
undor my feet, I fired at him as he
passed, and think 1 struck his bridle
arm. I shot again and his horse drop-

ped, falling on him,
Partli Jan. 2

From the Bernice Park Schleeper Collection,
by courtesy of Marilyn Park Underwood.
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;and vaok ‘notes, - After 'gett!nu this
money thoy moupted their: "horses which
stood outsids the bank and -started Aot |-
the timber, Dr. Parks pluckliy fited at
them with nrevolver which” hé hadin| .
the bank and shot one of the horses|’
through the neek in such’a manuer that
the horse fell to the grouud and wag sup- -
posed to be dead, Tlhe robber upon|:
finding bimself ‘without a horse mounted
behind hie pal and was about to start
‘jto the woods when 'the bullets from Dr,
Parks’ rovolver became so daugerous
that one of them-turned and fited at him,

evldently with the desice ‘to frighten him |

Zore o 'u. ‘b, the " last - buliet just|:

gravlug the head of the’ Dr. After leay-
Tiug Fieldon they met & inau nam"l _
|Turner, o butcher, and - took from i@

his horase, hat, and some $30 i moneyy
and continued their joorney.: . . Theso two
men hed bden divingin the ‘yletoity ot
Fleldon near Rouad Tres Bend for about
| twwo. montba and by their actions had ex-
_cited the siapicion of the resldent,s in|.
tbat locality, Oon.the 14th of Scpzemhar )
prevlous they ecama to . Jerseymle with ]
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g erldon Robber Recalls
Bank Holdup 7@’5 Yea:'rs Ago

Robbery of the State Bank at
| Fleldon, - Tuesday; recsiled to ‘old-ic
timers” the only other bank rohbery
. {In the history. of the village, =2
; +|frontler holdup_that took ptace 45
years ago.
The bank was .in, zh,e back of
Sta drug store then, and the drue-
glst, Dr, Fred Park, "who - was alse
the .vlllage doctor, . did duty as
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'.I‘he bandit took all the money he

ould  find and rushed from the
sbore He mounted a horse held
in readiness by a companion and
they started their flight, The doc-
tor, menantime, hpl got his gun
and, running to the Street, shot at
ihe fleeing' robbers, One, shot took
effect in one of the horses and
the animal fell, throwing his- rider,

s

ST

A muzzle of & pistol,

1 nresident of the bank Oone day a
Iman -entered the - store-bank and

asked to have a $100 bill changed,
The doctor turned to get the money
and heard a co‘mmund to throw up
hls hands. .

He: tqrned‘nnd WBS Iacing the

The other bandit came biick, pleked
up his companion and they bhoth
1‘ode.m\'ay on the same horse.
The pair was arrested a long tima
after <in another city for anglier
robbery, Ownership of the horss
killed in Fieldon was trf‘ced “+ B

,Iarmcr in lows. .




FROM FIELDON

— It is reported that Dr. Park is trying to
sell out, intending to remove to Chicago.

Fekdokd

— Frank James has been 1in Jerseyville the
past week and no one molested him. He is fore—
man for B. J. Bartlett, the contractor who is
remodeling the Baptist church, and is a Ffirst-
rate man.
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— The sheriff received notice yesterday that
the bank robbers had been seen in the neighbor-
hood of Fieldon, at least that was what somebody
told Mr. John Belt.

also same column

— Gov. Gullom has offered $200 reward for the
capture of the Fieldon bank robbers, making a
total now $1,000. Dr. Park offers $500, the
county $200 and the First National Bank of this
city $100.
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MEETING A CHURCH HISTORIAN

In the forenoon of November 18th, 1987, as we were driving
around the streets of Fieldon, Illinois, trying to locate the
lots that one time were the property of doctors Jonas L. Ward
and Wesley Park we stopped at the intersection of 1st Street
and Bridges Street as a small car approached from the south.
The two men looked at us for awhile then got out and came over
to us, '

The younger man came around to my side and ask if they could
be of any help. T told him I was looking for the site of the
old German church and the land that Dr. Park had once owned.
He then said that the elderly man who was with him could tell
me more about that then he could. He explained that they had
just the past Sunday had a historical report by the elderly
man at the church that now stood to our left. That he had
translated the German records for the occasion.

To us the present church was not identifiable as the "United
German Protestant Church" that had purchased from Jonas L. Ward
Lots 8, 9, 10, & 11 in Block 6 of the Original Town of Fieldon
but they assured us it was the site of said church, the origi-
nal church burned, the present building had replaced it.

The elderly man also told us that an earlier log church had
stood across the street to the south. Also that Dr. Park own-
ed the bank that was robbed and which had stood directly norch
on the corner of the next street up from Main Street {(the 2nd
street north which is now Highway 16). Arthur S, Park, just a
couple of days before, had told us of a historical write-up of
this same bank robbery in the which it was implied or stated
that it was the James boys who had robbed the bank.

The present church, known as Fieldon United Church of Christ,
now stands on the property once owned by Jonas L. Ward and this
may have been where his dwelling was located as the church his—
tory had made mention of the removal of some buildings before
the United German Protestant Church could be erected there.

Dr. Park owned several lots along the north side of Block 6
and since he also lived in Fieldon for a time he may have had
his home located on this land.

EdwQ E. Bartlett
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'JERSEY COUNTY, TLLINOIS, TNDEX TO CIRCUIT COURT PAPERS CHANCERY
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No. 206482 FUw Ll UF ATTORNEY.—Ueo, D, Barnard & Co , Pelntees, Lithograpbers and Stationers, St. Leuls,

o Lnow all Men by the Presents, ma J “itetey. [lee

! .

of the... /M 2262 A of....g el e County of '})‘ W?.m‘ __________ in the

* State of MM ha. 2L made, constituted and appolnted, and BY THESE PRESENTS

do......make, constitute and apppoint il M‘z Z 2;‘ ™

of the. 0067 /QMM Countyof 6721/"""’7

4

and State of d : true and lawiui ATTORN Z...OT o 2 and-inm

/It ' - -.,y.mrm.dm-w °ZO Ser i, Dtty "

, > M%WMQ’M&C&

giving and granting unto m 2 WM said ATTORN..%efull power and authority

o do and perform all and every act and thing wlsnever, requisite and necessary to be dore in and about the premises

as fully, to all intents and purposes, as

i might_pr could do if per sg}al&&‘ at the doing
thereof, wuh-tuu-pmmhubﬂmummd-uveeaaon,—l &m

sald ATTORN.Y/..oT™™ subsitires shall lawlully do or cause to be done by virlue hereof,
"IN TESTIN (ﬁ WHEREOF,. A%, . __have hereunto s .____C?.?f_?_}:l._____hand and seal’
this : day of. M & o ‘

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of

‘in and for, and residing in the sald/%unty, In Ii? State aforesald, Do HEREDY
Cerriry, that a-Z7% :

personally known to me to
L

..\\

be the same person wh;)se e, £g2 s subscribed to the foregoing fnstrument

appeared hefore me this day In person, and acknowiedged that ‘he signed, sealed,

and delivered the said instrument as Z/ .............. .free and voluntary act, for the uses and 5
S

purposes therein set forth. W )
(}V?ugxfr wy hand antl - : seal, this
7

day of.
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Year
1891

1896
1899
1903
1905
1909

Year

1905
1909
1914
1921
1938
1940
1947
1970

Park,

Park,
Park,
Fark,
Park,

Park,

Park,
Park,
Park,
Park,
Park,
Park,
Park,

Park,

INDEX TO REGISTER OF BIRTHS

Nawme
Viola Lenore

Ethel May
Bernice Elsie
Edna Rachel
George Wesloy

Arthur S,

TNDEX 1
JERSEY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Register Page

1 222

8 673

18 594

21 134

2 80

2 327

3 112

Irene E,

INDEX TO REGISTERS OF DEATH

Name

Jerusha E,
Fred W,, MD
Wesley

Seraphene

BOOK 365
JERSEY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Register Page

3 35

ity

b 144

5 256

8 422

Arthur F,
George C, 3+
Rachel 3+

Georgoe W, 3+

1. Father: Dr. Wesley Park, Mother: Martha Ellen Snow

2. Died at Fieldon, IL, of pnemonia

Date of Bipth
Feb, 10, 1891

Apr, 27, 18911
May 4, 1896
Nov. 21, 1899
Feb. 12, 1902
Nov. 20, 1905
Oct, 19, 1909

Date of Death
Oct. 7, 1905

May 7, 19092

Jdan, 18, 1914

July 30, 1921
1938

3. Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Jerseyville, IL. - not in Register

Transeribed at the Courthouse
Jersayville, Illinois

by Edward Bartlett

11.17-87
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OF AN ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

or if seal impreasion cannot be f81t)

THIS IS A CERTIFIED COPY

(Do not necept If rephotographed,
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{ HEREBY CERTIFY that the above is

TATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF JE
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From the Bernice Park Schleeper Collection,
by courtesy of Marilyn Park Underwood.




