INFORMATION & DATA ON THE FAMILY OF:
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Being a collection of informalion from Public
records, biographies, histories and famlly sources,
and arranged lo present a coheranl view of said
family and their individual relationship. This
has all been done for the purpose of preserving,
_ for future generalions a knowledge of their past,
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Authority/Source of Data:

SOWERS
Surname
FAMILY INFORMATION CHART NO.
Husband's full name Perley SOWERS
born on 18 May 1868 at Hamilton County, lowa
marriad 25 Sept.1895 at Hamilton County, Iowa
died on 11 Feb. 1919 at Hamilton County, Jowa

Interred at Story Co. Mun. Cemefery Groom's 18tmarriage

Records, Census & Other:

Farmer

Occupation Religion Military Service

Linsey SOWERS Rebecca Elizabeth WARD

His father 1833-1911 Morher's maiden name 1839-1898
Wife's maiden name Annie TEMPLER

born on Oct. 1868 at

died on 1949 at

Interred at Bride's marriage
Her father Mother's maiden name

Sex | Their Children: .
(1) Name Perley SOWERS, Jr.
born on May 1900 at Hamilton County, Towa
died on at
married at
to;
(2) Name Ruby A. SOWERS
bora on ca. 1602 at Hamilton County, Towa
died on at
married at
to
{3} Name Walter SOWERS
born on ca. 1904 at Hamilton County, Iowa
died on at
married at
to

Prepared by Edward E. Bartlett, Ot Nov. 1990,

Form B--0189
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his activities into Mexico. He also deals in city property and this
part of his business is rapidly becoming important.

In 1893 Mr, Whitham was united in marriage to Miss Minnie
Frances Cameron, a daughter of John D, Cameron of Montfort, Wis-
vomsin, They have two children:  Matred, born in |Hc)5.; andd Ruby,
whose birth oceurred in 1897, Both of Mr. Whitham's children are
natives of Webster City. '

In his political views Mr, Whitham is republican. He is a promi-
nent Mason, holding membership in Acacia Lodge, No. 176, I, & A.
M., of which organization he was master in 1gog. He is also con-
nected with Hope Chapter, No, 88, R. A, M,, of which he is at pres-
ent high priest. He belongs to Triune Commandery, No. 41, Knights
Templar, and is active in the affairs of the Eastern Star order, of
which he was worthy patron in 1911, He holds membership in the
Congregational church.  The family residence is at No. 826 Walnut
street, Webster City. Mr. Whitham is well known as a public-spirited
man, interested in every movement looking toward civic development
and welfare. He is serving his city as a member of the council and
has been active in this public office since 1911. He was a director of
the Webster City Commercial League and this affiliation afforded him
an adequate field for his municipal ideas. He is one of the substan-
tial and valued citizens of Webster City, where his activities.have in-
fluenced business development. As a real-estate agent he never takes
advantage of his patrons and has built up upon the solid basis of
commercial honor and morality an enterprise which in its expansion
and development is keeping pace with the civic progress and upbuild-
ing of Webster City.

PEARLY SOWERS.

Pearly Sowers is farming eighty acres of land on section 34,
Elisworth township, and is numbered among the successful and
representative agriculturists of this district. He is a native son.
of Towa, born May 18, 1868, and he has spent his entire life in
Hamilton county. His parents, Lindsey and Rebececa E. (Ward)
Sower's, were among the earliest settlers in this part of the state,
coming to Ellsworth township in the fall of 1856, His father was
born in Fountain county, Indiana, December 25, 1833, and died
upon his farm in Ellsworth township March 4, 1911, The mother
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of our subject was a native of Crawford county, Ohio, born De-
cember 12, 1839, Her death occurred upon her husband's farm
February 12, 1898. In the family of Mr. and Mrs, Lindsey
Sowers were eight children: Laura, born June 4, 1863, who died
March 26, 1865; Albert, who was born March 28, 180g; llenry,
born October 21, 1866, who died May 26, 1867; Pearly, the sub-
ject of this review; Mrs. Mary Hughes, who was born February
7, 1871; Guy, whose birth occurred August 1, 1873; Planey, born
January 29, 1870; and Charles, whose natal day was May 16, 1878,
They were among the early settlers in this section of the state,
coming here when there were no groves upon the prairies and no
human dwelling between the place of their settlement and the
Boone river. They established a home, reared a large family
of sons and daughters and were among the most highly respected
of the pioncers in lowa,

Pearly Sowers attended the district schools of his native sec-
tion and has always been identified with agricultural interests in
Hamilton county. The farm of eighty acres which he is now
cultivating is one of the fine properties of this section of the
state, equipped with modern improvements and intelligently de-
veloped in every department.  Upon it Mr. Sowers lives in a com-
fortable and well furnished home, being numbered among the
successful and enterprising general farmers.

In September, 1895, Mr. Sowers married Miss Anna Templer,
born October 14, 1870, a daughter of Daniel D. C. and Nancy
(Ennis) Templer. Her father was born in Schenectady county,
New York, May 2, 1838, and went to Hardin county, Iowa, in
1867, Three years later he settled in Ellsworth township where
he cultivated a fine farm of one hundred and seven acres ou sec-
tion 15 and thercon resided antil his death which aceurred Octos
ber.17, 1897, Mrs. Sowers’ mother was born in Princeton, New
York, December 8, 1845, and is residing on the homestead in
Ellsworth township. In the family of Mr, and Mrs, Daniel Tem-
pler were six children, five of whom are still living: Anna, the
wife of our subject; Jane, who is residing with her mother on the
home farm and who is one of the most successful school teachers
in Hamilton county; Ettie, who is acting as assistant in a photog-
rapher's studio in Des Moines; Maggie, who died October 14,
1910; and Camie and Archie, who are associated in the operation
of the homestead, Mrs. Sowers before her marriage taught in
the Hamilton county public schools and was well known and suc-
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cessful in this line. She and her husband have three children:
Pearly, Jr., born May 15, 1900; Ruby, who was born April 21,
1902; and Walter, whose birth occurred March 15, 1904, All
of the children are attending school in the community,

Mr, Sowers gives his allegiance to the democratic'party. His
wife is a member of the Congregational church at Jewell, He
is well known in this district where he has resided all his life
and has won universal trust and good-will by reason of the straight-
forward and honorable principles which he advocates and to which he
consistently adheres.

CHARLES T. SMITH.

The largest clothing house in Hamilton county is operated
by the firm of Charles T. Smith & Son at Nos. 609-613 Second
street. The enterprise has been intelligently controlled and its
policy well directed by Charles T. Smith, its organizer and
founder and in the eleven years of its existence has developed
into a flourishing business enterprise. Mr, Smith has been con-
nected with the mercantile line in Towa since he feft school and
every year of his activity has marked a new stage in his com-
mercial prosperity. He was born on the 3d of August, 1857, at
Pennsville, Morgan county, Ohio. Here his father, James Smith,
was a prominent merchant for many years. He later moved to
Tama City, lowa, in 1865, and was successful in the general mer-
chandise business in that city until he went to Matengo, Iowa,
where he remained for three years, He eventually moved to
Mount Vernon, lowa, where for fifty years he was a representa-
tive and prominent citizen. He died here on tht 15th of Decem-
ber, 1901, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. Mr, Smith’s mother,
who in her maidenhood was Miss Ruth King, is still living in
Mount Vernon where she is widely and favorably known.

Charles T. Smith was reared at home and was educated in
the public schools of Towa. He later attended Normal College
in Mount Vernon and upon his graduation began work in his
father’s store in that city. He early learned the foundations of
a successful business career by the standards of commercial
honor and unwavering integrity which characterized his father.
He became proficient in the systematic conduct of a mercantile
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